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Dear Faithful and Friends of St. Augustine’s, 

At the Convocation Convention that we hosted last month, the search 
process for our new bishop was officially initiated. This is an exciting 
time for us and all parishes of the Convocation. We agreed on a strategic plan, defining 
where we believe God is leading us in Europe, what and who we need to move forward, 
and which competencies and quantities the bishop we seek should have. As a next step, 
this document will be further refined by the search committee, which includes our pa-
rishioner John Adam. Their task is to come up with a shortlist of three candidates for the 
position of Bishop-in-charge. When their work is finished, the work of the Transition 
Committee of which I am a member will begin. We manage the so-called “walkabouts,” 
the election process, and the actual transition. 
 
Here is the official timetable:Winter 2017/18: Search Profile written. The Position is an-
nounced in various Episcopal Church / Anglican Communion venues 
1. Spring 2018: Nominations for Bishop are received; Nominees are vetted and a short-

list of candidates is compiled 
2. June 30, 2018: List of Candidates from Search Committee is made public. There is a 

three week window for additional nominations. 
3. August 15, 2018: Final list of Candidates is made public 
4. September 27-30, 2018: Walkabouts in Paris, Munich, and Rome for Candidates and 

Spouses 
5. October 18-21, 2018 - Convocation Convention in Waterloo Belgium: Election of the 

Bishop in Charge 
6. April 6, 2019: Ordination and Consecration of the new Bishop in Charge at the 

Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in Paris 
 
This is a good opportunity to reflect on how decisions are best taken in Christian instituti-
ons: collectively, transparently, and surrounded by prayer. From the earliest days of the 
church, there has been a tension between decisions taken in Council and those taken by 
individuals. While St. Paul was well known for dashing off on his own, he also later 
brought his ideas about including non-Jews to a council, where they were discussed and 
refined. 
 
Our Episcopal church polity assumes that the people of God will be involved at all levels 
of decision making, either directly or through representatives. This is particularly im-
portant when the church is as diverse as ours. There is no place for secrecy in the church. 
When the 11 disciples needed to elect a successor for Judas Iscariot this did not happen 
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Your Vestry  

in a (holy) smoke-filled back room. We might find the principle of drawing lots to choose that person  
strange, but it was open and transparent, and not subject to personal or political influence. Last and 
certainly not least, decisions in the church are guided by God‘s Spirit. We try to discern God’s will through 
prayer at our meetings, through prayer before we take difficult decisions, and through our prayers for tho-
se taking these decisions. I would therefore commend to you and ask you to pray this special prayer: 
 

PRAYER FOR THE CONVOCATION 
O God, we pray for the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe as we discern and elect a 
Bishop to serve your people, build up your Church and proclaim boldly the Gospel to the world. 
Send us, we pray, an Apostle who is a wise counsellor, a merciful pastor, filled with your joy and 
grace. May your servant have the abundant gifts needed to lead your flock and the strength and 
courage to administer them. And may we renew and rededicate our lives to your will and service. 
All this we pray in the Name of our Great High Priest and Servant of the servants of God, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Chris+ 

The Anglican/Episcopal Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury 
SUMMARY  VESTRY MINUTES (14.10.2017) 
  

Formal meeting items: 
Quorum established. Agenda: 4 additions. Minutes of the September 21, 2017 meeting approved. 
Follow-up items: Nursery gate obtained, wi-fi issue and church mugs pending, Treasurer’s job description 
finalized and approved by vestry. Opening the church during the week: no responses as yet to the offer 
made in Chris+’ weekly email. 
“moo” card (business cards): now printed, distributed. AGM 2018:  24 Feb 2018. 6 vestry seats to be 

filled, at least 5 new candidates needed. Vestry retreat follow-up: Item #1 and #6 discussed. 

Community 

Calendar overview 2017 
Vereinsmesse 23.9.2017: Church participation successful and to be repeated after improvements. 
Convention 2017: final details discussed and agreed. Potluck update. St Paul’s Choir visit 28/29.10. De-

tails discussed, volunteers named. Victorian Music Box: 10.11.2017 – preparations on track. Christmas 

Bazaar – 18.11.2017 – on track. Messiah performance: 2.12.2017 – on track. Events 2018: for the 1st half 

have been fixed.US Advertising: topic to be deferred to the next meeting. Coffee hour coordinator: 

search to replace Elaine W. is ongoing. 

Formation 

Sunday School: (Andrea) Attendance fluctuates, but usually well-attended. Nursery facility: needs more 

advertising, often not fully used. Adult formation: 1st aid course cancelled by the instructor, deferred 

until early 2018. 

Mission and Outreach 

Ecumenical: Chris+ has met with the Ethiopian Orthodox Church who are looking for a permanent new 

venue for their services. No update from the Pentecostals on their plans for leaving. Brief discussion on 

allowing the Ethiopians use of the church for a trial period of 6 months. Vestry approved. Chris+ to draw 

up a contract. CAECG meeting. Chris+ and Andrea reported on this meeting. 
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My name is Deborah Cole and I’ve been attending St. Augustine’s church for over 10 
years now and it feels like family. I come from a congregational church background 
(Methodist/United Church of Christ/Presbyterian), and so I was a little apprehensive 
at first in attending an Episcopal Church. However, YOU, the congregation, and the 
Rector made me feel so welcome that I jumped in with both feet and never looked 

back.  Since then I have been involved in many activities at the Church, for example; the choir, the 
Chalice bearers, the Fine Arts Committee, the Outreach Committee, and various youth groups. 

As many of you know, I am a singer as well as a voice teacher and feel God working through me 
every day, but the moments I felt the Holy Spirit, working through me the strongest were at or 
through the Church and that is why I felt I was called to take the next step and join the Vestry. I 
want to thank you all for electing me to the Vestry and look forward to growing with the tasks given 
me. 

I believe the Vestry is elected to represent the congregation in its decisions and therefore we need 
to hear from you. So please feel free to talk to me about anything, good or bad.  I want to get to 
know you all better.  Life these days is so busy that we forget to take time for God and for each 
other. We as a church are growing closer together and I want to help continue that trend.  I want 
the church and all people to grow together through Jesus Christ, and pray that God will lead me to 
make that happen. 

A Note from the Vestry 

 

Please remember that Vestry Minutes are public information. If you are interested in finding out more, please address 

one of the vestry members.  

Since several members of the Vestry will be rotating off Vestry in 2018, we are looking for new members. If you are 

interested in joining the team, please speak to one of the members of the nominating committee: John Richards, An-

drea Noble, or Karen Onders. 

Apart from the December meeting at the Parsonage, the next public Vestry meeting is scheduled for Sat., 03.02.18, at 

09:30. You are most welcome to sit in and  

find out how we work, and what we do.  

Meet the Vestry 

SUMMARY  VESTRY MINUTES (14.10.2017) (cont’d) 
Managing God’s Assets 

Treasurer’s report circulated. 
Discussion and review of the financial situation as of 30.9.2017, good overall situation. need clarification. 
Stewardship Campaign: Chris+ gave us a brief update on the campaign that has just started. 
Capital Campaign and Facilities Report:  Chris+ gave a report in Nina’s place. Summary of possible funds and 

sources for upcoming work on the building. Andy has contacted former members of the congregation to ask 

them for donations towards the CC. Facilities: now in the planning phase for 2018. Meeting with the Archi-

tect Frau Ruhl postponed because of illness. Snow and pavement cleaning: Old contract to be cancelled and 

new offer accepted – 2018. 

Next Vestry profile: Debbie Cole. Vestry presentation: Karen. Juliana: reasons for pledging. 
Next Meeting: Thursday, 16th November, 18:30,church. 
Notes: Susan Pinnells, Vestry Secretary, 14.10.2017 
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Parish Life (1) 

Blessing of the Animals—1 October 

Rev. Chris Eastihill transporting donations 

after Harvest Festival to Teestube. 
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Parish Life (2) 

Bishop‘s Award is given to Nina Scheicher, 

Junior Warden, for her extraordinary service to 

St. Augustine‘s 

Andrea Noble and Nina Scheicher at Vereinsmesse in 

City Hall, representing St. Augustine‘s 

Santa visits the Christmas Bazaar 

Book Stall at the Christmas Bazaar—left to 

right: Christine Spethmann, Robert Vucovic, 

Zoe Cross, Karen Payne 

Congratulations to Barbara Müller-Grant and 

Robert Vucovic on their reception —with Bishop 

Whalon (not pictured: Confirmand Natasha 

Alexis Jabin) 



Anglican / Ecumenical 

September Meeting of the Council of Anglican and Episcopal Churches in Germany 
Rev. Chris Easthill 

Since 1996 Church of England and The Episcopal Church parishes & missions in Germany have met 
together twice annually as the Council of Anglican and Episcopal Churches in Germany (see 
www.caecg.de). This is the only place in the world where Church of England and The Episcopal 
Church work so closely together, providing a model for the whole Anglican Communion of how we 
learn from each other and support each other´s shared ministry. The exchange CAECG provides is 
treasured, as we live into our diversity based in a common Anglican unity and identity in Germany. 
After 20 years of enriching relationships and dialogue, CAECG decided to use the last meeting, from 
Sept. 28 - 30 in Frankfurt, to look afresh at ways CAECG can better develop our relationships and 
improve our methods of learning from each other and sharing our experiences. Frs. Chris and Doug-
las and lay delegates Andrea Noble and Robert Ramsay attended and joined in the often animated 
discussions about what we can do better, whether and how structures need improving, and what we 
dream for the CAECG! 

The following concrete proposals, now with the CAECG Standing Committee for review and imple-
mentation, were agreed:   

We could do better at: 

1.Engaging and informing our congregations 
2.Engaging our differences 
3.Pooling our resources 
4.Strengthening our spiritual lives 
5.Developing strategies for youth and young adults 
6.Celebrating our commonalities 

Specific things we should do …. Soon: 

1.Update our website and other material 
2.Introduce a CAECG prayer cycle 
3.Hold/offer more spiritual retreats 
4.Organise pulpit exchanges and parish twinning 
5.Share best youth and young adult practices: invite CofE parishes to Convocation youth events 
and programmes 
6.Offer more practical training events, e.g. on conflict management and church planning 
7.Identify a programme or format that helps us see, understand, and work with our differences. 

Council of Anglican and Episcopal Churches in Germany 
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Reflections 

The Devil's Beatitudes 

If the devil were to write his beatitudes, they would probably go something like 
this: 

1.Blessed are those who are too tired, too busy, too distracted to spend an 
hour once a week with their fellow Christians—they save me the effort of 
trying to keep them from God's blessings. 
2.Blessed are those Christians who wait to be asked and expect to be thanked—it's pretty easy to 
keep them from working for God. 
3.Blessed are the touchy who stop going to church—they are my missionaries. 
4.Blessed are the troublemakers—they shall be called my children. 
5.Blessed are the complainers—I'm all ears for them. 
6.Blessed are those who are bored with the minister's mannerisms and mistakes—for they get 
nothing out of the sermons. 
7.Blessed is the church member who expects to be invited to their own church—for they are a part 
of the problem instead of the solution. 
8.Blessed are those who gossip—for they shall cause strife and division—that pleases me. 
9.Blessed are those who are easily offended—for they will soon get angry and quit. 
10.Blessed are those who do not give their offering to carry on God's work—for they are my helpers. 
11.Blessed is he who professes to love God but hates his brother and sister—for they shall be with 
me forever. 

 
© Grove Books, Ridley Hall Rd, Cambridge, CB3 9HU, United Kingdom 

Magic 

Madeline Bohr 

 

Every Sunday after Service our congregants provide a wonderful Coffee Hour. Everything 

just seems to appear out of nowhere, and we all enjoy the delicious and lovingly prepared 

cakes and baked goods, along with the fellowship and a good hot cup of coffee. 

 

It’s magic. Or maybe not? Behind the scenes, Anna Altvater and Jim White prepare the 

coffee, and the clean-up team usually includes the “host” or “hostess” along with Ivan Wil-

liams. 

 

Thank you to all those of you who have hosted our Coffee Hour, and a special thanks to Anna, Jim, and Ivan, who 

work week after week discreetly in the background to keep things going. 

 

By the way, we are always looking for volunteers to help continue this excellent tradition. Please add your name 

to the coffee hour list at the back of the church to “host” a Sunday. With our great team behind you it is surpri-

sing how easy it is. Magic. 
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Transitions 
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The Choir helping Richard Nelson celebrate his 

Birthday. From left to right: Madeline, Victoria, 

Nina , Richard, Rita, Ivan, Simon, John, Tod, and 

Nicole  

Double Baptism of Luis Andrew Pickersgill Gomez and Lukas Jonah 

Noel Feldvoß, aka „LuLu! 



Fine Arts Events 

Erika‘s Summer Lunchtime Recitals 

Madeline Bohr 

 

Once again, Erika LeRoux generously gave of her time and her incredible talent 

to invite Wiesbadener to her well-known monthly Lunchtime Recitals. This 

year there were six of them – running on the third Wednesday 

from May to October. Erika invited some „friends“ to perform 

with her, but most of them were solo concerts of the highest 

quality played on her beloved Bechstein. 

 

At Erika‘s last concert in October, Olivia Williams helped out be-

hind the scenes. Feared that she might be a bit bored, I asked her 

to draw something for the newsletter to commemorate that sum-

mer series, and she produced these lovely pictures. One picture is 

worth a thousand words, so we will simply quote Olivia and say: “We love Erika!”. 
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Victorian Music Box 

Madeline Bohr 

 

In November, we were treated to a new edition of the 

Victorian Music Box with Deborah Lynn Cole, Tami 

Jantzi, John Treleaven and Anthony Raffell, who sang 

a wonderful selection of Queen Victoria’s “favourites” 

including some dashing melodies from Gilbert & Sullivan. 

The evening was rounded off by a sing-a-long with lusty 

participation from the most enthusiastic audience. 

Thank you to all performing artists who contributed their 

proceeds to the Capital Campaign Fund. 
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More Concerts Coming Up 

Convention 2017 

Congratulations to all who contributed to the success of the Convocation of Epis-

copal Churches which took place in Wiesbaden from 19th to 22nd October. 

Feedback from participants include everything from a simple thank you note to 

praise for the „best Convention I have ever attended“. This would not have been 

possible without the dedication and commitment of all our volunteers and hel-

pers. 
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Capital Campaign Corner 

We only had one more construction activity planned for this year. 
Both the main portal and tower entrance doors have now been re-
paired and renovated. Otherwise we are working on the plan for 
2018. We are considering employing a specialist engineer both to re-
view, assess and if necessary correct the offer for the new heating, 
and to supervise construction when this work begins next year – we 
hope.  Both the eastern and western facades of the church including 
roofing have been checked and the necessary repair work assessed 
and estimated. The  middle section of the eastern façade needs some work due to leaking 
(new zinc roof valleys, cornice flushing, new slate shingles;  pillars and finials still to be 
checked), which will cost at least €20,000 + scaffolding. Thankfully the work on the wes-
tern façade is minimal, just rain pipe repair which we will have done as part of the normal 
Repair and Maintenance budget. 

Our Campaign funds (pledged or paid) are now at €256,865 …. But we have already spent 
ca. €180,000. The Denkmalschutz recently approved a €4,000 grant for the church portal 
doors.  We have received grants for the heating from the Ortsbeirat Wiesbaden Nordost 
(€5,000), Su dost (€2,500) and Mitte (€2,500) as well as from the NASPA Stiftung 
(€5,000). Together with the Convocation grant (€10,000) we have €25,000 external fun-
ding for the heating! 

All in all, about €60,000 is currently available for the heating project, but this will cost at 
least €100,000. To finance the new heating and the other work in 2018, we therefore 
need to collect at least another €60,000 by the end of the year. Please consider donating, 
if you have not yet done so or would like to contribute more, and please keep passing our 
film on and encouraging friends and acquaintances to support us. 
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Elaine White 
 
The convergence of our recent house move with St. Augustine’s pledge drive, has made me consider 
the concept of Nebenkosten in a new light.  Nebenkosten:  that rather vague German cost, in addition 
to the rent amount, for the upkeep of the rental property, covering different costs in different plac-
es...but mandatory, part of the requirement for living comfortably. 
 
 We also have a requirement for a sort of spiritual Nebenkosten for our parish.  God’s grace is freely 
given to all, but to support our faith, the extra costs must be paid for separately in the material world.   
We must pay for the upkeep of our place of worship, for the outreach to the community, for the 
Christian education of our children, for our fellowship events, for the music at our services, concerts 
and musical programs, and for those clerical costs so necessary to our communication.   
 
We must also fund the very important leadership of our church—Father Chris and Father Douglas, 
without whom, none of the above endeavors would be very successful.  We are blessed with our cur-
rent leadership, for which I am grateful every day. 
 
These are the reasons that Jim and I pledge to St. Augustine’s—and we receive far more than we give.           
 

Why I Pledge 

Photo of the month by Lisa Planz 

Stewardship Campaign 
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St. A.‘s in the News 

Article on St. Paul‘s Choir visit to St. Augustine‘s. See page 18 

for translation 

The Südost district of Wiesbaden agrees to contribute 

€2,500 to the  new heating system. 
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Pastor‘s Picks 

 This month’s selection may seem unusual – not a work of theology, 
or devotional literature, or even Church history, but a series of crime 
fiction books with short stories by James Runcie. The books in the 
series include:  
 

Sidney Chambers and the Shadow of Death (2012) 
Sidney Chambers and The Perils of the Night (2013) 
Sidney Chambers and The Problem of Evil (2014) 
Sidney Chambers and The Forgiveness of Sins (2015) 
Sidney Chambers and The Dangers of Temptation (2016) 
Sidney Chambers and the Persistence of Love (2017) 
 

They have something to do with religion! For one thing, Runcie is the son of the former Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie and the hero of the books is a clergy detective, Canon 
Sidney Chambers. But that is not all. All the books are set in and around Cambridge and Ely in 
the 1950s and 1960s. They are a wonderful collective study of British and Church life in those 
eras. Runcie writes well, with humor and with some self-irony as in this quote: “But I suppose 
the children of archbishops are bound to be unreliable. They’ve enjoyed such privilege, it’s 
hard to recover.” (The Persistence of Love, 191).   
 
As the book titles indicate, Runcie’s short stories also cover the big theological themes of good 
and evil, temptation and sacrifice, love and forgiveness. Last, and certainly not least you will 
get an excellent, traditional clerical whodunnit! 
 
Father Chris 

Thank you to everyone who bought a poppy this year for Remembrance Day.  

Wendy Rathgeber managed the collection here in Wiesbaden, and Hilary Norman 

will hand over €170,00 to the British Legion Fund this month. Thanks to Wendy and 

Hilary, we are able to be a part of this important Initiative 

every year. 



Feature Article 
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Graham Eliot 
 
I recently asked Zahoor Waseem, who has been coming to St Augustine’s 
since 2016, if I could interview him for an article for the church Newsletter. I 
felt it would be good if more people could get to know Waseem, and his fel-
low Pakistani friends. Waseem was kind enough to agree. 
 
I began by asking Waseem about where and when he was born. Waseem re-
plied, “I was born in Gujranwala, Punjab, Pakistan on 7 February, 1990.” 
 
I asked Waseem about his first memories of family and community life. He told me, “I remember we lived 
in a big house which was separated into four different sections for our four different families. We were all 
family – uncles, aunties, cousins. 
 
Village life was not very good. There was fighting, and we couldn’t get a good education from the schools. I 
remember some men broke into a house nearby. They raped the woman and stole things from her. My 
father was a witness against the men, but was told that he should not be a witness as his life, and the lives 
of his wife and children, would be at risk. The woman wanted to withdraw the charges because she was 
afraid but my father is strong and wanted to proceed. But it was no good. In the end we moved.  
 
My parents moved us to a town about 20 Kms away called Chan.da.Qila. This was a very hard time for us, 
especially our mother. The walls and roof were made of mud. When it rained we had to try to catch the 
rain in buckets. But the floor got very wet so we had to sweep the water through the door. It could be very 
difficult because it rains very hard sometimes. 
 
My father’s work paid very little. We were five children – myself, my brother and three sisters. About this 
time our father was put in jail for a month for drinking too much alcohol but soon after this he decided to 
put his trust in God and live for his family. 
 
This is mainly an Islamic place so women don’t usually work. But we had no money so our mother had two 
jobs – one in a factory and another cleaning a house. I am very close to my mother. She showed us such a 
great example through our lives. My older brother, when he was younger, drank alcohol and smoked ciga-
rettes, but I always wanted to help my parents and work in the home. 
 
Education is very expensive. Poor families like us find it very difficult to get a good education that will help 
us find decent work. My parents knew I was good at school and they wanted me to get the best education 
I could. Even my sisters gave up their opportunity for education so they could go out and work to support 
me in my education. I am very grateful to them for that, especially as they had to travel through danger-
ous areas for girls just to get to the factory. 
 
My school teacher loved me very much. She helped me pay for my school fees too. She was very proud 
when I was awarded top student and First Prize in the speech competition. 
 
Living as a Christian family in an Islamic society can be very difficult but I just worked hard at my studies 
and now I have my MBA in Finance, Batchelor of Education so I can teach, and a Diploma in Civil Engineer-
ing. To try to earn some money I was a Home Tutor, teaching Muslim children in their homes, so I learned 

Interview with Zahoor Waseem, a Christian refugee from Pakistan 
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quite a lot about Islamic families through this time. 
 
In college I was the only Christian student. The Muslim boys would swear at me and tell me that all Christian 
girls are bad. It was hard. They tried to convert me to Islam, but this showed me that I have to be strong. I 
was very sure of my Christian faith. 
 
I was a member of a Presbyterian/Pentecostal church. This is where my father was baptised by full immer-
sion, even though he had been baptised as a child. He was a great example to me. He got out of bed early 
every morning to read his Bible and pray. He showed me that God speaks to me through the Bible. I really 
wanted a close relationship with Jesus. I don’t care about the different types of Christian. We just need to 
understand the Bible, pray and live our lives for Jesus.” 
 
I then asked Waseem when and how he came to Germany. He told me, “I didn’t want to come to leave Paki-
stan. I was a Youth Leader in the church. I always tried to teach the young people to be patient, but I was 
passionate about Christians having the right to worship. This is not easy in an Islamic society where there is a 
lot of persecution against Christians. 
 
In April 2013 a Christian village called Francisabad, 5 Kms from where we lived, was attacked by Islamic peo-
ple. It was Easter. They objected to our worship. They used mosque loud speakers to gather other Muslims 
and mobs attacked our churches, shops owned by Christians and they damaged Christian homes, injuring 
women and children. 
 
So we went out to demonstrate for freedom of worship but we got arrested. They said our demonstration 
was illegal but we hadn’t broken any laws. They kept us for about 5 hours then released us. 
 
In 2015 two of our churches in Lahore were attacked by terrorists. There were about 15 Christians killed. We 
demonstrated again but then I was accused of blasphemy against Islam. Someone had walked into a Police 
Station and made a statement against me. It is a very easy thing to do. No proof is needed. But we were not 
against Islam. We just wanted the freedom to worship the same as Muslims have that freedom. We also 
wanted protection for Christians and our churches. 
 
So I had to run away. It was impossible for me to defend myself. I was helped by some very kind people to 
stay in Pakistan for another year. I could not stay with my family. I was able to avoid arrest. I talked about 
leaving Pakistan but my priest advised me to wait. 
 
I was very afraid when I arrived in Germany as a refugee. I knew nothing about Europe. I cried a lot. My fami-
ly cried too. My Mum especially. She had relied on me a lot at home. If you have never been in poverty you 
can’t feel what it’s like. There were times when our mother was in tears because all she could cook for us was 
rice, onions, garlic and chilli. But we would make a big fuss and tell her how delicious the food was. There 
were other times we had nothing to eat. I remember my sister and I going to school hungry. My father bor-
rowed money, cooked food at home and brought it to school for my sister and I so we could eat. But these 
things taught us to be strong and my father understands this.” 
 
At this point in our conversation we had to pause as Waseem choked up and was unable to continue. He 
cried just thinking about his family and remembering their love for him. They are all still back in Pakistan 
struggling with the problems.  
 
After a short while we continued, “I got my education only by my parents, brother and sisters supporting me. 
So I was very serious about my education. After graduation, as a Christian I could not get a proper job, I re-
member at once I joined a construction company just as a trainee and one day when our project manager 
knows that I’m Christian he informed in kitchen to separate his plates and glass. When I saw this behave I left 

Interview with Zahoor Waseem, a Christian refugee from Pakistan (cont’d) 
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that job. so I went for a pizza delivery job. One day, as I was cleaning the windows in the pizza shop, my 
mother went past. When I got home that night she cried. She hugged me and said I was not to go back. So 
then I enrolled for my MBA. 
 
When I arrived in Germany it was very difficult as a Christian refugee. The German authorities don’t seem 
to expect Christians to become refugees. It feels like we are being discriminated against in favour of Mus-
lims. 
 
I have been helped a lot by Fr. Chris and many people in St Augustine’s. This is not church, it’s family. When 
I came to Germany I asked the Lord for Christian people who love you. I remember I was in American Arms 
place. I was praying on my knees, crying, very tired. One day I walked past the church and I saw Cameron at 
the door. I asked him if it is a Catholic church. He said not really. But I saw that it was English speaking, so I 
thanked God and came to the service. Then I met Ibran in the church. I thanked God for another Christian 
from Pakistan. Now there is also Asher and Zeeshan. 
 
So great family. Fr Chris as spiritual father. Heidi has helped me a lot. John Adam has been like a big broth-
er and friend. Greg has helped me get business studies and I am hoping to get my Masters in International 
Management. Deborah has done a lot of work helping us to feel at home. Many people are helping us in 
many ways. 
 
My life is completely changed. I never wanted to leave Pakistan. I wanted to be successful there so I could 
help my family. Neither of my parents can work now so I have to help them. I want to do something that 
will help them, and help other Christians back home in Pakistan. 
 
All that I have is from God and I am trusting him for my future. I would like to encourage everyone who 
reads this to trust in Jesus for their future. He will help you work it out.” 
 
It is a tremendous privilege to spend time with Waseem, in fellowship and prayer. It’s wonderful what the 
Lord is doing in his life. 

Interview with Zahoor Waseem, a Christian refugee from Pakistan (cont’d) 

Posted by John Adam on Facebook. Ask John Adam more 

about this important initiative. 
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St. Paul‘s Choir Rusthall visits St. Augustine‘s 

Madeline Bohr 
 
Translation of WK Article: „In the spring of last year, Julian Stanyer of the Royal Tun-
bridge Wells Twinning Association and Chris Easthill, Priest St. Augustine’s Church in 
Wiesbaden, met and started to make plans for a visit to Wiesbaden. And last weekend, 
a bus of English visitors arrived after a 14-hour trip at the ”English Church” in Frankfur-
ter Strasse 3 – with singers from St. Paul’s Choir Rusthall (Royal Tunbridge Wells). 
 
St. Paul’s Choir is unusual. Originally it was a men and boys’ choir. At 7 years old, today’s 
choir director, Fiona Johnson, was the first girl to be accepted. Today, singers include 
everyone from 5 to 85 years of age. The atmosphere is friendly and familiar. “An auditi-
on is not necessary to join the choir,” explained one of the members proudly. But the 
musical standard is high.  
 
The choir presented works from English composers - Benjamin Britten, Howard Goodall, 
etc. – to an enthusiastic audience, which included many members of the Royal Tun-
bridge Wells-Wiesbaden Twinning Association e.V. The last piece was „When the Saints 
go marching in“ in an arrangement by John Rutter. 
 
After accompanying the Service at St. Augustine’s Church on Sunday morning, the bus 
left Wiesbaden for England. It was time to say “good-bye”, and certainly also an 
“Aufwiedersehen” for everyone.“ 
 
Footnote: 
Long-time member of St. Augustine‘s and Church 
Historian, Hilary Norman, who has moved back to 
England tells us that a friend of hers from Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, who now lives in Maine (USA), 
came to Germany to sing with St. Paul‘s Choir and 
was among the visitors to Wiesbaden. Small world! 
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Looking Ahead 

• November 26: Christ the King Sunday: Family Eucharist with Baptism 10.00 am. 
• November 27: Prayer Group 6.00 pm 
• November 29: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am) 
 

• December 1: AIDS Day Memorial Service 5.00 pm. 
• December 2: Handel’s Messiah 4.00 pm 
• December 3: Advent I Holy Eucharist 10.00 am (Family Service) 
• December 6: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am) 
• December 9: Advent Quiet Day 10 am—3.00 pm at Christ the King, Frankfurt 
• December 10: Advent II Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am. 
• December 10: Nine Lessons and Carols 5.00 pm 
• December 13: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am) 
• December 14: Vestry Meeting 6.30 pm (at the Parsonage) 
• December 15: Christmas Concert “Let it snow” with Deborah Cole and Duo  
                                  Rosso 7 pm 
• December 17: Advent III Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am 
• December 24: Christmas Eve: Teestube Service 9.00 am 
• December 24: Christmas Eve: Weihnachtsportal Hauptbahnhof 1.00 pm 
• December 24: Christmas Eve: Family Eucharist and Paper Bag Pageant 4.00 pm 
• December 24: Christmas Eve: Congregational Carol Singing 10.30 pm. 
• December 24: Christmas Eve: Candlelight Choral Eucharist 11.00 pm. 
• December 25: Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 11.00 am 
• December 31: New Year’s Eve Holy Eucharist 10.00 am. 
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Christmas at St. Augustine‘s 

Once again, St. Augustine‘s will be 

participating in a  Christmas Eve Service 

for travellers at Wiesbaden Train Station 

The Newsletter Team wishes you a very happy and blessed  
Christmas and all the best for the New Year 2018. 

 
Father Chris, Madeline Bohr, Elaine White 


