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Dear Faithful and Friends of St. Augustine’s, 
 

Your Vestry and I had our annual one-day retreat in April. Apart from being 
an opportunity for everyone to get know each other better, and so work well 
as a team, it is also always an opportunity to look back and forward!  
 

Looking back, we reflected on our “blessings” (things done well, goals accom-
plished) and on “things left undone” (areas of improvement). What do we 
think went or is going well?  
 

• A successful Convention 
• Stable financial position/Capital Campaign 
• Nurtured a sense of community/strong community 
• Increase in regular attendance/more baptisms 
• Children’s ministry 
• Our many events/our concerts 
• More visible in the wider community of Wiesbaden/being open 

and engaging outside our church/open and welcoming 
•  

But there are clearly also areas of improvement. These include: 
 

• How we invite and welcome people:  
• Are we using our resources effectively?  
• How can we make our worship more accessible? 
• More newcomers’ activities 
• Further improving communications 
• Increasing a sense of ownership; encouraging more people to 

take on responsibility 
• Not losing sight of our mission to bring people to faith and to 

help them deepen their faith 
 

As a result, we decided that our priorities for this year will be to improve how 
we "involve and engage the whole congregation" as well as how we 
"welcome and engage newcomers." In both cases, the Vestry will ask a task 
force made up of Vestry and non-Vestry members to develop ideas. 

If you have any comments, sug-

gestions, or would like to contri-

bute to the Newsletter, please 

contact someone on our Team 

• Madeline Bohr 

• Rev. Chris Easthill 

• Elaine White 

Remember—this is YOUR 

Newsletter! 
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Our two other priority projects for 2018/19 are our Capital Campaign and planning and organising the Convo-
cation youth event "YAE 2019," which we will host next year!  
 

We are also finalising a Vision Statement for St. Augustine’s with four key visions that will help ensure that we 
do not lose sight of our core mission as a church in all our business and busyness! Each one starts with the 
words “with God’s help, we …” reminding us who we serve and who empowers us to serve. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Chris+ 

„Dear Faithful and Friends of St. Augustine’s“ (cont‘d) 

Your Vestry 

Your new Vestry. Back row (left to right): Graham Eliot, Andy Pickersgill, Collin Clibon, Robert 

Vucovic, Rev. Chris Easthill, Zahoor Waseem, Jim White (ex-officio Treasurer). Front row (left to 

right): Juliana Fiedler, Madeline Bohr, Deborah Cole, Audrey Shankles, Kirstin King. Not present: 

John Adam and Simon Sarrafi  
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A Word from our new Senior Warden  

Deborah Cole 

(from her address during announcements on Sunday, 25.03.2018) 

 

I wanted to thank you all, the Vestry and Chris for your trust in electing me Senior Warden. 

 

When Chris asked me to consider the office of Senior Warden a few months ago I felt very honored to be asked, but 

apprehensive whether I could do the job. I mean, when you think of just the last three Senior Wardens John, Richard 

and Raymond, who could fill their shoes?  All that dedication and knowledge is hard to follow. However, I prayed about 

it and tried to listen for God’s voice, as well as friends inside and outside the church congregation and made lists of my 

strengths and weaknesses; what God has done in my life and how I have grown in my life and in this church. 

 

I may seem very strong and organized to you, but there is a shy, weak and self-conscious person standing here in front 

of you, who when she took over the youth group, could hardly stand in front of the church without stammering and 

looking at my small shoes.  But, through my work here and your support I have grown more and more in faith and con-

fidence. Without God’s help and yours I would not be standing here today as your Sr. Warden. I have grown immensely 

since I joined the church. 

 

I must also say that I really feel loved and appreciated by the congregation and I know you will always support me.  I 

want to give some of that love and support back to you, to the church, to God and to the world. I know that the role of 

Sr. Warden will be challenging at times, but mostly I believe it will be a great opportunity to get to know you all better, 

to grow in love and become more involved in the life of the church.  Yes, it is a very large responsibility, but I feel confi-

dent with Chris at the helm and you all to support me that God’s will be easy and fulfilling to do. I thank you all for this 

opportunity. 

Vestry (cont‘d) 

Left to right: Robert Vucovic, Collin Clibon, 

Graham Eliot, Kirstin King, Zahoor Waseem 
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Introducing …. Collin Charles Clibon, Your Vestry Secretary 

How long have you been coming to St. Augustine's, and how did you find the church? 

I have been coming to St. Augustine’s since late June 2015 (so about two and a half 
years).  Victoria and I had just arrived in Germany but had found the church online while living in 
Arizona, after I received orders to Wiesbaden. 

How long have you been on the Vestry and why did you stand? 

I was just elected to the vestry at this year’s Annual General Meeting, so I am basically brand new.  I stood because I 
wanted a chance to serve the congregation more. Victoria and I have really enjoyed being a part of this community and I 
wanted to give back in a greater way. 

What do you think is the Vestry's most important function/role? 

Like many great organizations, St. Augustine’s has many engaged and invested members, each with a vision for the 
future.  I believe the Vestry’s role is to refine those visions, create a sustainable plan that ensures the best interest of the 
church, maintains harmony within the community, and enables the congregation to pursue God’s work.    

What's the best thing about being on the Vestry? 

First off, it’s a great group of people.  I am new to the vestry, but I know most of the members pretty well and look for-
ward to getting to know them better.  After just one vestry meeting, I realize the need to balance getting work done and 
socializing. It’s a fun group, so I think that will probably continue to be a challenge, but not necessarily a bad one. 

...... and the worst? 

The worst part of being on the Vestry for me is the fact that I only have a limited time as a member of the Vestry and as 
a member of this congregation.  While I am committed to serving St. Augustine’s, I am not going to stay here as long as 
many other parishioners due to the nature of military service.  

Vestry (cont‘d) 

During the Vestry Retreat on Sat., 20 April 2018 
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Parish Life 

Celebrating Rev. Douglas Robinson‘s 

70th Birthday with him …. 

… at the Altkatholische Kirche (Old 

Catholic Church) on 18 March 2018 

Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday Procession 

Jim White, Rev. Chris Easthill at First 

Aid Course, 24 March 2018 

„Hey. If you had told me ... „ (Jim) 
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Parish Life (cont‘d) 

Triple Baptism of Lucas, Julius and Giulietta Giovanniello  

on 8 April 2018 

Easter Vigil 

The Flowering Cross on Easter Sunday.  

„Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed.“ 

WOC—Amy White‘s pre-

wedding Party at the 

Parsonage. 



Parish Life (cont‘d) 

Clean-up Day 

Audrey Shankles, Junior Warden 

 

Over 20 volunteers from our Pentecostal and Orthodox neighbors participated in clean up efforts. 

They cleaned the entire interior, including sacristy, window ledges, pews, bathroom and floors. Fr. 

Chris did the vestibule glass and Lisa attended to the other parts of the vestibule, including book-

shelves and window ledges. Safety tape was placed on the step before altar and top steps in tower. 

Downstairs Andrea and Kristin took over the Sunday School section and completely reorganized the 

supplies and books and utilized new storage containers to help keep everything tidy. The chairs and 

tables got a wipe down as well as the long counter.  

In the kitchen, Kaffeeklatsch was starting at the same time; however, with Elaine, Roxane, John, De-

bbie and two ladies from the Pentecostal group it was cleaned out, wiped down, old food and bro-

ken dishes thrown away and an overall tidiness restored.  

Outside, Peter and Zach cut down part of the birch tree in the corner of the front yard. The Ortho-

dox and Pentecostal groups took over much of outside work with raking, sweeping and scrubbing 

some of the steps. Waseem, Collin, Simon and Andy took care of sweeping out and cleaning out the 

steps to the cellar plus surrounding grounds. 
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Parish Life (cont‘d) 

Kaffeeklatsch 
Elaine White 
 
The 2018 season of Kaffeeklatsch was launched on March 17th and got off to a great start, in spite of Lent and less than ide-
al weather.  Although the temperatures kept us indoors for the first few weeks, our regulars found us, and we even had 
some drop-ins as well. As the sun came out and temperatures climbed, so did our attendance, including many new cake 
tasters from the congregation and the community.  Hanging out with friends in good weather is a lovely way to spend a 
Saturday (especially with hausgemacht goodies). 
 
Our core staff of the Richards and the Whites, along with June and Ivan, have been joined by a number of contributing bak-
ers and clean-up helpers, which is greatly appreciated. The Home Group has signed on to host a KK on their own in July, as 
they did so successfully several times last year.  
 
We would love to have other hosting groups or individuals to ease the flow during the time of summer travels for many.  If 
you’d like to fill a Saturday slot, please contact Roxane or me. It really is a lot of fun, as well as fund-raising.  Hosting the 
June 30th  KK would be especially helpful, as it the day after Amy’s wedding, and Jim and I will be fully occupied! 
We are continuing our Recipe Corner feature to share recipes from KK, as well as any others who would like to contribute a 
favorite dish. Please—send us your recipes and your requests! 
 
Hope to see you next Saturday at KK! 
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This Month’s Special Recipe:  
John’s New York Cheesecake 
 
 
 
 

 
Base 
200g Digestive biscuits or Hobnobs 
pinch salt 
70g unsalted butter melted 
 
Filling 
900g cream cheese 
270g granulated sugar 
pinch of salt  
2 tsp vanilla 
5 large eggs 
400g Crème Fraiche  
 
Special equipment needed 
24 cms X 7cms high springform 
Heavy duty wide aluminum foil 
Large, high sided roasting pan 
 
Method -Make the crust 
 

• Line the baking tin bottom and sides with baking parch-
ment paper or silicone.  

• Prepare the springform pan so that no water leaks into it 
while cooking.  Place a large 45X45cms square of alumi-
num foil on a flat surface.  Place the springform pan in 
the middle of the foil. Gently fold up the sides around the 
pan and press the foil around the edges of the pan.  
Place a second square of foil underneath the pan and 
repeat, then gently crimp the top of the foil sheets around 
the top edge. 

• Preheat oven to 180 C with rack in lower third of oven.  
Pulse the digestive biscuits in a food processor or blend-
er until finely ground. Put in a large bowl and stir in salt 

then stir in the melted butter. 

• Put all of the crumbs into the bottom of the springform 
and gently press down using fingers until you have an 
even layer at the bottom with a slight rise along the inside 
edges. Place in oven for 10 minutes.  

• Remove from oven and let cool. Reduce oven tempera-
ture to 160 C. 

 
Make the filling 

 

• Cut the cream cheese into chunks and place in the bowl 
of an electric mixer with the paddle attachment. Mix on 
medium speed for 4 minutes until smooth, soft and 
creamy. Add the sugar, beat for 4 minutes more. Add the 
salt and vanilla, beating after each addition. Add the 
eggs, one at a time, beating for 1 minute after each addi-
tion. Add the crème fraiche, beat until incorporate. Re-
member to scrape down the sides of the mixer bowl.  

 
Cook the Cheese Cake 

 

• Place the foil-wrapped springform pan in a high sided 
roasting pan.  Prepare 2 Litres of boiling water. Pour the 
cream cheese filling into the springform pan over the 
bottom layer of crumbs. Smooth the top with a spatula. 
Place the roasting pan with the springform pan in it into 
the oven. Carefully pour the hot water into the roasting 
pan until it reaches halfway up the side of the pan.  Cook 
at 160 C for 1 ½ hours. 

• Turn off the heat of the oven.  Crack open the oven door 
2 cms and let the cake cool. 

• Cover the top of the cake with foil 

• I check cake after an hour if its starting to brown then put 
a sheet of parchment paper over it to stop it over brown-
ing.  

• Put in fridge (overnight) Best served chilled.  



Ecumenical News 

Translation: „Follow the dove. Pentecost, the 

mysterious festival.  See God‘s presence (candles); feel 

(the blessing) and taste His presence (the Eucharist).“ 

An invitation to an ecumenical pilgrimage in 

Wiesbaden-Biebrich. St. A.‘s was a part of 

this last year, and it was a very inspiring event 

for all who participated. 

Parish Life (cont‘d) 

The Nearly New Shop 
Anna Altvater 
 
We (being Diana, Pia, Lamar, and Anna) restarted the Nearly New together 
with Kaffeklatsch and Booksale on March 17 this year while it was still relatively cold. 
After a slow start we picked up fairly strongly as the spring finally set in. We are now 
back to our normal takings, and especially thankful to our regular customers who keep 
supporting us this year and to all the loyal church people without whose donations we 
couldn't keep our shop going. 

 
Things had got a bit disorderly over the winter break so the last few weeks we put in 
an extra shift on Wednesdays so that our stuff presents itself again in a sellable way. 
 
If there is anything you need to buy, or to donate, just come to see us on Saturdays. 
We appreciate all your support. 
 

9 



10 

Capital Campaign 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CORNER 

Rev. Chris Easthill 
 
This year's major capital improvement project is to replace the heating. We 
have chosen the main contractor, a company from Mannheim specialised in 
church heating, and while the final decision as to the heating source (district 
heat or gas) has not yet been taken, a lot of work can and must start if we 
want to have heat back in time for the winter season!  
 

The first step was to dismantle and remove the old heating, giving us a little more storage space 
than we had before. There will be a limited amount of construction work in the church: we are 
trying to use existing channels and tunnels wherever possible, but we cannot avoid some disrupti-
on in the Sunday school area downstairs.  
 
Hopefully most of this can happen during the summer break and with the help of some external 
volunteers (as part of Wiesbaden’s Freiwilligentag, see www.eintagsheld.de) we will redecorate 
the children’s area before the beginning of the new Sunday school year. 
 

Our Capital Campaign (paid and pledged) has now reached a total of ~ €286,000. However, ac-
cording to plan, we should have reached €300,000 by the end of last year. We are only about €10 
– 15,000 short of what we need for the heating project, which is why we decided we could go 
ahead. But we still have some other vital repair work ahead of us this year and next requiring at 
least another €90,000 from all sources. 
 

We will be applying for government grants again and we have some fundraisers coming up. Also, 
one generous donor recently agreed to give a further €5,000 if it is matched. So every new dona-
tion will be matched with an equal donation - effectively doubling your gift - up to a total of 
€5,000. So don’t delay…… 
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The Council of Anglican Episcopal Churches in Germany 

 

Retreat at 
Kloster Strahlfeld  

Hofmarkstraße 14A 

93426 Roding-Strahlfeld 

28th-30th September 2018 

 

 
You are invited to join us on this weekend retreat in the Dominican Convent of Strahlfeld, Oberpfalz. 
 

The theme is Discernment. 
How can I sense where God is leading me? How can I make life-enhancing decisions? 
 

Our guide will be Sister Renate Düllmann, a member of the Dominican Order. She speaks excellent Eng-
lish and has served as a spiritual director at St Beuno’s Jesuit Spirituality Centre in North Wales. 
 

We begin with supper at 18.00 hrs on the Friday evening. After a brief introduction to the retreat we 
remain in silence until lunch on Sunday which concludes the retreat. There will be talks, times for pra-
yer, silence and worship. 
 

The cost is €174,00 per person with full board in a single room, €160,00 per person in a double room. 
We have a maximum of 20 places. 
 

The house needs to know the precise numbers by the end of July so please inform The Revd Canon John 
K Newsome: jknewsome49@gmail.com 
 

Payment should be made to the CAECG account at the Sparkasse Oberhessen 
 

IBAN: DE31 5185 0079 0027 1017 98 
 

Please indicate clearly “September Retreat” as Verwendungszweck. 

Anglican/Episcopal News  

mailto:jknewsome49@gmail.com
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The Bishop Search and Nomination Committee is now entering the final stages of the eight-month process for identifying 
three to four candidates who could be called to serve as our next Bishop in Charge.  The final selection will be presented to 
the Council of Advice in June and, after a “walk around” to meet as many of our congregants as possible (Paris, Munich and 
Rome), one will be elected by the delegates at the Convocation Convention in Waterloo, Belgium, next October. 

 
From an encouragingly large pool of candidates and after many hours of reading the submitted materials, listening to ser-
mons, researching church and other websites, conducting video conferences, contacting references, and importantly much 
prayer, the committee is continuing in discussion with a small group of candidates.  The committee will be meeting these pe-
ople at a three-day discernment retreat in May and after this time of deep mutual discernment, the final selection will be 
made of those to be presented to the Council of Advice in June.  

 
The committee thanks you for your input, notably into the survey which formed an important part of the profile of the Con-
vocation.  This encouraged many dedicated and inspiring candidates to explore joining us in our mission. We are also grateful 
for all your prayers during this discernment and ask you to continue to pray for all those connected with the process: the Se-
arch and Nomination Committee, the Transition Committee, the Council of Advice and all those clergy who have stepped for-
ward for this discernment, including the person who will eventually accept the Call to be our next Bishop in Charge.  

 

Anglican/Episcopal News (cont‘d) 

Photo of the Month: Malachi 

Onders at Easter Vigil, photo by 

Daniel Adam-Gass 
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Anglican/Episcopal News (cont‘d) 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 79TH GENERAL CONVENTION 

Rev. Chris Easthill 

 

This Summer I will be away for nearly two weeks attending General Convention as an alternate  

deputy, and I thought you might want to know what this is! Some of the following information is taken from „An Introduction 

to The 79th General Convention“ published by the Executive Office of the General Convention. 

 

What is the General Convention? 

The General Convention is the governing body of The Episcopal Church. The Church of England equivalent is the General Sy-

nod. It is a bicameral legislature that includes the House of Deputies, with more than 800 members (up to four clergy and 

four lay persons from each diocese), and the House of Bishops, with over 300 active and resigned bishops. 

General Convention gathers every three years. The 2018 meeting will convene in Austin, Texas for a nineday legislative ses-

sion (July 5 –July 13, 2018), and will be the 79th General Convention of the Church. 

The work of General Convention includes adopting legislation of concern to the Church; amending the Book of Common  

Prayer, the Constitution, and the Canons of the Church; adopting a triennial budget for The Episcopal Church; and electing 

candidates to offices, boards and other committees. This work is undertaken in support of the mission and ministry of the 

Church, and with prayerful gratitude and spiritual discernment. 

 

How is General Convention organized? 

The legislative process of General Convention is an expression of The Episcopal Church’s belief that, under God, the Church is 

ordered and governed by its people: laity, deacons, priests, and bishops. The General Convention is the Church’s highest 

temporal authority. As such, it has the power to amend the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church; to amend the 

Book of Common Prayer and to authorize other liturgical texts; to adopt the budget for the Church; to create covenants and 

official relationships with other branches of the Church; to determine requirements for its clergy and other leaders; to elect 

its officers, members of the Executive Council, and certain other groups; to delegate responsibilities to the Interim Bodies of 

The Episcopal Church; and to carry out various other responsibilities and authority. 

There are two legislative Houses of General Convention: the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops. 

The House of Deputies is composed of deputations elected from each diocese of The Episcopal Church; from Navajoland; 

from the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe; and from Liberia (which has seat and voice). Deputations may include 

up to four clergy and four lay members.  

The House of Bishops is composed of every bishop of The Episcopal Church with jurisdiction; every bishop coadjutor; every 

bishop suffragan; every assistant bishop; and every bishop “who by reason of advanced age or bodily infirmity, or who, under 

an election to an office created by the General Convention, or for reasons of mission strategy determined by action of the 

General Convention or the House of Bishops, has resigned a jurisdiction.” 

General Convention acts through the adoption of resolutions. A resolution becomes an Act of Convention only after both 

Houses adopt it in the same form and at the same General Convention. 

Each of the two Houses has a presiding officer: the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies. When there 

is a joint meeting of the two Houses, the Presiding Bishop has the right to preside. 

The Secretary of General Convention has responsibilities to support the work of both Houses. She or he must first be elected 

as Secretary of the House of Deputies, and then, through concurrent action by the House of Bishops, becomes the Secretary 

of the General Convention. The Treasurer of General Convention is elected by concurrent action of both Houses. 
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What will be discussed at General Convention? 

An awful lot. The so-called “Blue Book,” containing all the Reports to the 79th General Convention and all the resoluti-

ons submitted in advance, is 1128 pages long. And I am supposed to read it all before Convention! According to our bis-

hop, some of the hot-button issues are: 

• The choice of plan for the revision of the Prayer Book (a 9-year plan for an entire new revision, or a more leisurely 

(and less costly) study process). 

• The renewal of the status of same-sex blessings rites  

• Changes in the way bishops are elected 

• Compensation for the President of the House of Deputies (which the bishops think would not only be a change of 

status, but also a change in our polity – I agree) 

 

We – the Convocation – also have a number of resolutions before General Convention concerning the financing of new 

translations of the Book of Common Prayer, as well as other authorized liturgical resources, recognizing and welcoming 

the dialogue between The Episcopal Church and the Lutheran Church in Bavaria, and some “administrative” canonical 

changes.  

 

Please speak to me, if you want to know more! 

Episcopal News (cont‘d) 



Scratching the Surface 
Graham Eliot 
 

Sean and I had been to a conference in a small rural town called Magherafelt. Sean was a 
convinced Republican. As a young man he had been a ‘soldier’ with the IRA (Irish Republican Ar-
my) and had served some serious time in the Maze prison. He was freed under the early release 
terms of the Good Friday Agreement. By the time we met, Sean was working hard within his com-
munity in an effort to create a peaceful Ireland with no British interference. 

 
I was working on the ‘other side’ – within a strong Protestant/Loyalist community. Basically doing the same things, 

but representing people who didn’t care too much about politics. Having been sickened and heart-broken by the murders 
of family and friends, murdered for so-called political reasons, they had hired me to help the community establish good 
relations, create a constructive, non-partisan infra-structure and a permanent peace. 

 
As we approached the village I worked in, set in the heart of rural County Tyrone, I invited Sean for a cup of tea in 

my office. He said, “You’re joking! There’s people around here who’d kill me if they saw me!” I was being naïve. If Sean was 
seen it would not be just him whose safety would be threatened. So I avoided the village by driving down one of the many 
beautiful narrow country roads, hedged with wild fuschia and honeysuckle, the beauty of the countryside hiding the vio-
lence and hatred that it knew so well. 

 
Sean had taught me a valuable lesson. He knew an important truth on which his life depended. Scratch the surface 

and the real person will be revealed. He knew that being involved in the peace-process did not necessarily mean loving 
your neighbour as yourself. Old grudges die hard. It made sense to ‘respect’ each other’s culture. But integrate! Never! 
“You keep your opinion of me, and I’ll do the same for you and we’ll agree to stop killing each other.” 

 
You don’t have to have lived and worked in such a situation to know that holding on to grudges is a basic human 

‘right’. We all do it. We all know we should not do it but seem helpless to be able to love the way the Lord asks us to love. 
 
So let me introduce you to another friend. Sadie is 92 years of age. I’ve known Sadie since first attending Belfast 

Bible College in 1989. She has lived near Belfast all her life. As well as being surrounded by the violence and hatred of two 
warring communities, Sadie is also the widow of an alcoholic. Yet she loves the Lord with all her heart. She knows no other 
way. She has quietly prayed all her children and grandchildren into the Kingdom of God. There is so much Sadie doesn’t 
understand but the beautiful thing about her is that she doesn’t try to pretend that she does. 

 
All the unanswered questions are laid to rest in the one thing she does know. And that is when we trust in the 

Lord, all we really need to know is that He is totally trustworthy. Sadie has experienced that change of heart that comes 
from offering all she has to the Lord. The Holy Spirit has caused an inner change in Sadie that defies all human logic.  

 
Allow me to gently challenge you. In what, or who, are you trusting for your salvation? Church membership? That 

doesn’t do it. Being baptised? Nor does that. Taking the bread and wine? Sorry, but no. The Lord may speak to us through 
these things but in and of themselves they are mere outward signs of an inner reality. And that inner reality can only be 
brought about when we stop trying and start submitting. Stop trying to impress God, and submit all that we have to Him.  

 
Has the Lord scratched under your surface recently? What did He see? 

Reflections 

15 
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Pastor’s Picks   

Rev. Chris Easthill 

 

This month’s selection is a book that Kay Hollis gave me to read, so it is 

really her pick! In “Slaying your Goliaths,” author John Ohmer, an Episco-

pal priest, asks, how can God help you, like David, to overcome seemingly 

impossible odds? This is an easy but rewarding read working on three 

levels. Ohmer provides a good and in-depth spiritual reading of the David 

and Goliath story (1 Samuel 17). He tells his own story of a struggle with 

challenges in the church he was called to in 2012, and he uses both  

examples to offer spiritual guidance on how to overcome obstacles. Rather than offering "self-

help," the story offers "God-help" and has some sound advice based on David’s story. “Don’t 

tell God how big your problems are,” he writes,” tell your problems how big your God is!” Self-

confidence comes from our “God-confidence!” John Ohmer’s book is also a wonderful de-

monstration of how even the most ancient of Biblical stories can still speak to us today –  

offering advice, insights and solutions. Human nature has not changed much in the last few 

thousand years, and God certainly hasn’t! 

 

Pastor‘s Picks 

Did You Know ….? 

One part nutrition and two parts cult phenomenon, Spargel, or white asparagus, has a dedicated 
German following. They’ve even given this harvest season, from about mid-April to the end of June, 
its own name — Spargelzeit. During this time, the average German enjoys the delicate flavor of this 
tender spring vegetable at least once a day. This adds up to a national total of over 70,000 tons of 
asparagus consumed per year!  
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Events 

Elaine White 
 
On April 20th, St. Augustine’s hosted another successful musical event, the Singer-Songwriters Evening, ar-
ranged by our own Deborah Cole.  Headliners included the Loreleys (Kate Nelson, Julia Nelson, and Maria Koll-
strøm Johnsen), and North (Paul Platt and Dorothee Dziewas). Gerard LeRoux, well known as an operatic tenor, 
exhibited his further talents on guitar, entertaining us with some of his own compositions. 
Other performers included Natalia Rekas, Florentine Jansen, Masha Ernst, Andrea Hoffman, and Markus on 
guitar.  All the performers were very talented and were enthusiastically received by the audience of more than 
a hundred people. 
During the interval and after the performance, many audience members had the opportunity to chat with the 
singers over a glass of wine.  The evening was enjoyed by all, and we look forward to hosting similar events in 
the future. 

Singers and Songwriters Evening 

Gérard LeRoux 

The Loreleys 

North with Dorothee Dziewas and 

Paul Platt Standing Ovations! 



St. A.‘s in the Press 

Article on Lawrence Richards‘ film „Son of 

Cornwall“ on his father, John Richards, life as an 

internationally renowned opera singer. 

Two interviews which Rev. Easthill gave to 

Deutsche Welle on the Anglican / Episcopal 

Church history and traditions. 

For web-links, contact the Newsletter team. 

Newspaper articles on the Singers and 

Songwriters Event at St. Augustine‘s on 20 April 

(see Events). 
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Outreach 

Hilfe für Malawi 

Introducing Paul Kamudoni  

Fleur and Wolf-Dieter Donecker 

 

On Sunday, 29th April some of you enjoyed talking to Paul again, he had come to St Augustine’s special-

ly to talk to the Outreach Committee about Malawi.  For those of you who don’t know Paul:  he is a 

young Malawian who did his masters at Fresenius in Idstein eight years ago and started coming to St 

Augustine’s regularly with a fellow Malawian, Jacob Mazalale.  In the meantime Paul has his PhD from 

Cardiff University and now works for Merck, a pharmaceutical company in Darmstadt.  In January this 

year Paul went back to Malawi for the first time since 2011 and was able to tell us about the changes he 

had seen there. 

One of the things Paul noticed was much more freedom to criticise the government’s decisions.  There 

was a political scandal two years ago which had caused several donors to stop supporting Malawi.  He 

also found that there were many more mobile telephones and better internet access.  The population 

of the capital Lilongwe has grown but the infrastructure has not kept pace, and the provision of elec-

tricity was worse than in 2011.  Paul told us that the government was now co-operating more with the 

private sector and that more health care and many schools were being funded by Roman Catholic, An-

glican and Presbyterian churches.  He also pointed out that Malawian farmers needed more training in 

order to increase their production. 

Hilfe für Malawi has been part of St Augustine’s’ outreach programme for some 15 years now.  After 

supporting St Anne’s Anglican hospital over many years, more recently we have been making contribu-

tions to a centre in Salima for palliative care run by Lucy and Tony Finch and are now considering which 

other area we could help with.  One idea is that we might fund a student regularly and we are going to 

look into this. 
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Ed.: Let us if you know if you are interested in knowing more 

about this project, and what we can do to support this im-

portant initiative. 
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Women of the Church 

WOC Planning Committee (14 April 2018) 
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Birthdays 

From The  Book of Common Prayer 

April 1 Eric Dillenberger 

  2 Nicole Tjarks 

  2 Renate Selkirk  

  6 Theo Patsios  

  8 Harrison Williams 

  8 Asher Masih 

  12 Sean Long 

  14 Ibran Masih 

  15 Emmanuel Onwubuariri  

  16 Dave Onwubuariri  

  20 Gaby Marahrens  

  26 Zoila Kornrumpf  

  27 Marian Oshyra  

  29 Leena Eilittä 

   

May 1 Rebecca Tatum 

  4 Hillary Norman 

  5 Vivian Ocran 

  10 George Sabry 

  16 Zachary Richards 

  19 Colleen Grigel 

  21 Gia Rosales-Lange 

  22 Wesley Osaigboro 

  25 Rennie Onders 

  29 Isabel-Maria Kornrumpf 

  29 Anthony Cole 

  31 Roberto Eiseman  

  31 Tracey Junglas  

Editor: due to a technical glitch, those of you with birthdays before March 17th were not mentioned in our last 

Newsletter. Please excuse this omission! A belated—but heartfelt—Happy Birthday to Lawrence Richards, An-
na Altvater, Christine Spethmann, John Adam, Rhodri Britton, Julia Feldvoss, Wolf-Dieter Donecker, and Brian 
Buckley. 



Upcoming Events (cont‘d) 

May 2: Morning Prayer (10.00 am) and Bible Study 
(11.00 am) 
May 5: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 
am – 2.00 pm.  
May 6: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am  
May 9: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)  
May 12: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm 
May 13: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am  
May 15: “Girls Night Out” at Sherry & Port, Adolfsallee 11 6.00 pm 
May 16: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am) 
May 16: Lunchtime Recital 1.00 pm   
May 18: Friday Formation 7.30 pm (Parsonage) 
May 19: Vestry Meeting 9.30 am 
May 19: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm  
May 19: Vigil of Pentecost Service 9.00 pm Ev. Johanneskirchengemeinde 
May 20: Day of Pentecost: Holy Eucharist and Baptism 10.00 am 
May 23: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)  
May 26: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm  
Geist-reich Ecumenical Pilgrimage 
May 27: Trinity Sunday: Family Eucharist 10.00 am 
May 28: Prayer Group Meeting 6.00 pm  
May 30: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)  
 
May 31 – June 2: Father Chris away at Council of Advice Meeting 
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June 1: WoC Outing to the Abtei Hildegard von Bingen with exhibition: 
„Kreuzwege-Lebenswege“ 
June 2: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm.  
June 3: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am  
 

June 4 – June 8: Father Chris away at Clericus (clergy retreat) 
 

June 6: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)  
June 8: Sommerkonzert: Sonatenabend mit Mark Drobinsky (Cello) 
und Erika le Roux (Klavier) 7.00 pm (Benefit Concert for Capital Cam-
paign) 

June 9: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm 

June 10: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am  
June 13: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am) 

June 16: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm  
June 17: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am  
June 20: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)  
June 20: Lunchtime Recital 1.00 pm 

June 21: Vestry Meeting 6.30 pm   
 

Academy for Parish Leadership Vestry Workshop in Nürnberg: 
Vestry Officers and Fr. Chris away 
 

June 23: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm  
June 24: Family Eucharist with Sunday School Graduation and UTO 
Ingathering  10.00 am 

June 25: Prayer Group Meeting 6.00 pm  
June 27: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)  
June 30: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm 
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Upcoming Events (cont‘d) 



Make a note of the Evensong dates now, and 

don‘t miss one. This is a wonderful musical 

service. 

Upcoming Events (cont‘d) 

Various women‘s service clubs will be 

sponsoring this concert with Erika 

LeRoux at St. Augustine‘s. 

The Billboard 

24 

Mark your calendars for this 

unique event. Special Guest is St. 

A.‘s, Gerard LeRoux“ 

A Word from your Newsletter 

Team 
 

If you have taken any interesting 

pictures at one of our many 

events, and would like to share 

them, please send these to the Newsletter 

(newsletter@staugustines.de). At the same time, unless you 

inform us to the contrary, we assume that if you attend a 

church event and have your photograph taken during the 

event that you agree to its use in our various communication 

media (Facebook, newsletter, and website).  

Your Newsletter Team 

mailto:newsletter@staugustines.de

