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Parish Newsletter
Dear Faithful and Friends of St. Augustine’s,
In my last “corner,” I looked back on the Vestry’s annual one-day retreat and mentioned that we were finalising a Vision Statement for St. Augustine’s. Here it is:
The Four Visions of the Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury:
• With God’s help, we are a welcoming and inclusive Christian community,
offering worship in the Anglican tradition enriched with music to more
fully contemplate and celebrate the majesty of the Lord.
• With God’s help, we set an example for love and acceptance with
worship, teaching, prayer, and fellowship; we seek to grow in number, in
faith, and in love for one another.
• As an expression of God’s love for all God’s people, we welcome and embrace the community outside the church, supporting local concerns, and
by using and offering our building and ourselves as a resource and asset.
• With God’s help, we act as a beacon of hope, embracing the stranger with
openness, kindness, and acceptance and bearing witness to our faith by
our lives and actions.
These visions originally came out of a series of small groups we held at the end of 2016.
In 2017 we summarised the results of those small groups under eight headings, 4 were
descriptions of who we are and 4 were aspirations and used them to define our action
items for that year. But eight headings proved to be a little unwieldy and contained
overlaps and repetition, and so we condensed them down to the four above.
What are they for? To ensure that we do not lose sight of our core mission as a church
in all our business and busyness! Everything we do, all our projects and activities and
groups need to fit into one or more of the four visions: sustaining, maintaining, enhancing, and/or fulfilling them. They are a guide for our work as a Vestry and we hope, also
for you as the people of God in this place! With (and only with) God’s help, they are
achievable, and we can better fulfil the mission God has set for us here.
Yours in Christ,
Chris+
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If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to contribute to the Newsletter, please
contact someone on our Team
• Madeline Bohr
• Rev. Chris Easthill
• Elaine White
Remember—this is YOUR
Newsletter!

Your Vestry

The Anglican/Episcopal Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury
Newsletter Minutes
Saturday, 19 May 2018, (Church)
Submitted by Collin Clibon, Vestry Secretary
Highlights
Information regarding new EU Data Protection Requirements:
Regulation applies to organizations now
Consent is required for emails
Church forms have been revised to incorporate the consent requirement
Vestry Projects
Wiesbaden will host Youth Across Europe in 2019.
Involve and Engage Existing Members- Audrey S., Deborah and Kristin K. will support this initiative from the Vestry.
Welcome and Engage Newcomers- Collin C. and Juliana F. (with support from Graham) will support this initiative from
the Vestry.
All members are welcome and encouraged (needed!) to support these projects
Treasurer’s Report
Low balance on the main (00) account is becoming a concern. Partially due to annual payments in January with concert and
fund-raising income not kicking in until later in the year, but pledges also behind. We have a cash flow problem at the
moment and have to manage our bills very carefully. Treasurer’s report circulated.
Increase of 15,000€ to previous year reflects primarily funds for the Capital Campaign
The April 24 proposal "that the current income (interest) of the Endowment Fund, €622,92 received for 2017, be used
to help pay for the new heating system" that was circulated by email was unanimously approved.
The heating project is almost funded, but future projects are not funded at this time. Income projected from government sources and former parishioners is behind and not likely to meet levels anticipated at the beginning of the
Capital Campaign.
Facilities Report
Heating project is moving forward rapidly. Moving days within the Sunday School, creche, and book sale areas will be
repeated requirements for helpers
On September 1 St. Augustine’s will host volunteers from the local community as part of a Volunteer Day. Materials
will still need to be provided by the church and volunteers will be needed to supervise and direct the work.
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Vestry (cont‘d)

Vestry Profile—Robert Vukovic
1.

How long have you been coming to St. Augustine's, and how did you find the church?

I started coming regularly to St. Augustine around Christmas 2016. I have lived in Wiesbaden for six years
now and was looking for a new spiritual home where I felt welcome and at home. I had passed by the
church couple of times before and whenever I wanted to take a look inside I found the church closed. The
first time I entered the church was kind of “job-related”. It was Patricia Mindedal’s funeral which I arranged as a funeral director. That was also the first intense meeting with Fr. Chris and some parishioners.
Gradually I found my way to St. A’s and was received into the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion in October 2017.

2. How long have you been on the Vestry and why did you stand?
This is my first time on the vestry. I got elected to the vestry at the AGM in February, so I’m brand new to this. Well, first of
all people ask me if I would like to be part of the vestry….and after some time of reflection to this question I agreed because I
see in this a good way to say thank you to the parish and its people because they all make me feel welcome, and to give back
to the people by serving St. Augustine’s and its people.
3.

What's the best thing about being on the Vestry?

It’s a great group of people…I’m new to the vestry and am starting to get to know them better. A good thing is that it’s a balanced group between experienced vestry members and the new ones. Though I’m still checking out where my place in the
vestry will be, I’m sure it will be a good experience together with the other members and the congregation.

4. What's the worst thing about being on the Vestry?
Membership to the vestry is still too “fresh” to point out some really bad or worse things…. But one thing is to realize that
especially during weekdays (due to my work) it’s almost impossible to attend or help with something and that makes me
sometimes feeling less of use.

Editor’s Note: Who would have thought that a death
among us would bring new life to our Parish. God does
work in mysterious and wonderful ways.
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Parish Life

Juniors Across Europe (JAE) Weekend
Karen Onders
On Ascension weekend, Hillary, Malachi and I traveled by train to picturesque Clermont-Ferrand, France to attend the Juniors Across Europe
(JAE). JAE Is for children aged 10-13. There were kids and chaperones
from Rome, Florence, Belgium, Spain, Geneva, Frankfurt, and our group,
it was quite a crowd. We met up with old friends and made new ones.
Clermont-Ferrand is known for its rich soil and is located in an inactive volcanic valley. The water is
so clean, and it is where some of the world’s bottled water is sourced! The theme of this weekend
was Fire and Ice. So the setting was perfect with many fountains around the town and in the view
and shadow of the volcano looming just 6 km away. The fountains could be found in squares, and
intersections, and even the nooks of buildings!
We took a tram up the mountain, the Puy de Dome and marveled at the spectacular views from 1400
meters up. Then we hiked carefully with the steep and windy unpaved path back down.
The weekend was filled with songs, games, skits, prayers, tons of food, laughs, hugs, numbers
exchanged, friendships formed and tears when it was time to say good-bye. If you have the chance
to visit the friendly folks and beautiful French scenery at Clermont Ferrand, please take it! What a
wonderful treasure we have so close to us.

Juniors Across Europe (JAE) 2018 in Clermont Ferrand, France
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Parish Life (cont‘d)

Wendy and Hubertus von der Pforte‘s 25th Wedding Anniversary was celebrated by many well-wishers on 3rd
June, at St. Augustine‘s. Happy Anniversary to a lovely couple!

Little Philipp Otto was baptised on Whitsun Sunday, 20th May. Philipp‘s mother, Isabel Otto (née Pinnells) was baptised
at St. Augustine‘s as a child. And Philipp‘s „big brother“ Michael also celebrated his baptism with us in 2016. Congratulations to everyone!

In honour of Queen Elizabeth II, St. A's ladies pose
with a variety of hats for
the annual
official birthday photograph following the service,
national anthem, and splendid English
table of scones, cucumber sandwiches, strawberries and sweets!

5

Parish Life (cont‘d)
Kaffeeklatsch Recipe Corner
Elaine White
Here is another Kaffeeklatsch favorite recipe to share. It’s very easy to make and keeps well, also.
Poppy Seed Cake
2 cups flour
1½ cups sugar
½ cup poppy seeds
1tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt

1cup whole milk
¾ cup canola oil
2 eggs
1 tsp. almond extract

Preheat oven to 175* C (350* F). Grease and flour 1 bundt pan or 2 loaf pans.
•

Combine the liquid ingredients in a mixing bowl. Combine dry ingredients in a separate bowl and
stir into milk mixture until blended.

•

Pour batter into pan and bake for 40—45 minutes, until golden brown and a
toothpick comes out clean.

•

Cool thoroughly and sprinkle with confectioner’s sugar before serving, or drizzle
with a glaze of confectioner’s sugar and Amaretto.

Join us for Kaffeeklatsch at St. A.‘s every Saturday from 11:00 to 14:00, for delicious home-baked
goods and excellent fellowship. Bring a friend!
(Due to a conflict of schedules, Kaffeeklatsch will NOT take place on 23rd and 30th June!)
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Parish Life (cont‘d)
Music at St Augustine’s
Fleur Donecker
When something happens as regularly as the beautiful singing every Sunday at St Augustine’s, it is easy
to forget just how fortunate we are to have a choir that sings every week – as well as so many other wonderful musicians of course - providing amazing music.
You may wonder why this is worth mentioning, particularly if you don’t go to German church services,
protestant or Roman Catholic. In this country, unless you attend services at the local cathedral, it is extremely unusual for a church choir to sing during the service every week. I was a member of the village
choir where we used to live in the Taunus for many years and that choir sang on big feast days or other
celebration days in the church year but definitely not every Sunday.
So, this is to thank Choir Director Ivan Williams and all the choir members who come to choir practice
regularly and arrive at church early every Sunday. Thank you all!
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Parish Life (cont‘d)

Special Wedding Page
Jim and Elaine White would like to invite
The Congregation of St. Augustine’s Church
to share our joy in the marriage of our daughter,
Amy Elizabeth to Michael Bosserdet
on June 29, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.
by attending the Wedding Eucharist, and by
joining us for a glass of Sekt on the lawn
following the ceremony.

Ecumenical News

Did you know ….
There are a number of unusual German
wedding traditions but one of the strangest
is a pastime called the Polterabend, in
which friends and family smash dinnerware
to wish the couple luck in their marriage.
The name Polterabend means "evening of
crashing", and the hope is that, through the
crashing of plates and dishes, demons will
be scared away by the noise and the
newlyweds will be able to live in peace.
Let‘s wish Amy and Michael lots of broken
porcelain! (Or not?)
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Feature
Article in NATIONAL EPISCOPAL HISTORIANS Publication „The Historiographer“
By longtime member and friend of St. Augustine‘s, Susanne Lenz
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Capital Campaign
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CORNER
Rev. Chris Easthill
As you know, this year's major capital improvement project is to replace the heating. The first step was to dismantle and remove the old heating, and as the new
heating (the size of fridge!) will be installed in the entrance area (where the beer
garden tables and benches used to be), we have gained a whole new room!
Removing the old heating vents revealed that our predecessors (or their contractors) were not quite as careful about fire protection and structural stability as we are today! Nothing
that can’t be resolved ….. but with a little extra cost!
At the moment the basement looks a bit like a building site as the brickwork is visible where the vents
used to be and in some places, you can see into the church! Eventually it will all be closed and replastered. We have tasked the Sunday school leaders to dream: how would they like their area to look
(wall and ceiling colour, new storage units, pictures, lighting ....) when everything is finished. There
will also be a limited amount of construction work in the church: we are trying to use existing channels and tunnels wherever possible, but in July the main floor will have plastic sheeting and temporary holes boarded over until the new heating is installed later that month.
Here’s a plan of some of the work and changes downstairs.

Our Capital Campaign (paid and pledged) has now reached a total of ~ €302,000. The matching donation campaign was a resounding success. Including the €5,000 matching donation, we raised €14,000
in just a month. We have the €100,000 we originally planned for the heating project … but we need at
least €25,000 more for the additional work. And next year, the last year of the campaign and project,
we still have some other vital repair work ahead of us, requiring at least another €80,000 from all
sources. We will be applying for government grants again and the Convocation has already earmarked
a further €5,000 grant for us in 2019.
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Ecumenical News

Night of the Churches 2018 in Wiesbaden
Rev. Chris Easthill
Wiesbaden’s annual Night of the Churches event that St. Augustine's has always been part of, takes place on the first
Friday in September: this year on Friday September 7 from
6 pm until midnight.
Twenty-two churches are taking part this year. Apart from
the city-centre churches, also places of worship in NE Wiesbaden (Bierstadt, Kloppenheim, Igstadt, Breckenheim, and
Nordenstadt). Over the course of the evening, visitors can
attend 80 different offerings: worship, music, cabaret, light
shows, talks and tours. There is even a special (free) bus
service to bring people from church to church.
This year St. Augustine’s will host the closing prayer and
blessing for the whole event, with the RC and Protestant
area deans, at 11.30 pm. We offer hospitality and refreshments the whole evening.
Our traditional programme offerings are Sung Evensong at 6 pm and "St. Augustine's in Concert"
at 8 pm. Our third offering, at 10 pm, will be "Anglikanisch fur Anfanger" (Anglicanism for beginners), an interactive exhibition (posters with experts and a quiz) about Anglicanism which will
encompass 5 "stations":

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Where we come from: History, Church of England as mother church
Who and where we are: The Anglican Communion
Who and where we are: The Episcopal Church and the Convocation
Who and where we are: Anglicans in Germany and Wiesbaden
What we do: 5 Marks of Mission

As always, we will need your help – providing and selling food and drink, welcoming and engaging visitors – to make this happen!

Found in an Anglican Newsletter:
„The Church will host an evening of fine dining, super
entertainment, and gracious hostility.“
(Courtesy of Fleur Donecker)
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Pastor‘s Picks

Pastor’s Picks
Rev. Chris Easthill
This month’s selection is another book by Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, after “Being Christian” and Being
Disciples” the third in a loose series. This is harder going then the
other two, definitely more “academic” in style and arguments, but
still worth reading for his thoughts on what it means to be a human.
But at least Rowan knows his weaknesses and has not lost his
sense of humor, as the following quote shows: “I think difficulty is
good for us, and I say that not just as excuse for writing some of
the books I’ve written, which I’m told are not always easy reading.”
In this short book, he asks what is consciousness and what makes each of us a person? How can
we find the path to human maturity? He critiques the dominant ideal of individualism: “If we assume we are each of us a world to ourselves, we end up being alienated from the destiny of others.”
Instead Williams reminds us that one of the proposals of our faith is that (inter-)dependence is not
just a reality, but also a benefit: We are empowered, emancipated, to use the transforming energy
we can exercise by acknowledging our dependence on an unconditional source of affirmation.” (my
emphasis)
It is a challenging, a thought-provoking book, and I certainly gained some new insights from reading it.
As always, you are welcome to borrow this
or any other of my „picks“.
Father Chris
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Past Events
Erika’s First Midday Recital of the Season
Elaine White
Erika Le Roux’s lunchtime concert series for 2108 got off to an exciting start on May 16! Playing for an audience of more than sixty
enthusiastic music lovers, Erika began with three lovely sonatas by
Domenico Scarlatti, followed by the Sonata in D-minor by
Beethoven. To complete the program, she played a gentle Ballade
by Claude Debussy and the resounding Bararolle by Chopin. In all
these beautiful classical pieces, Erika’s talent and passion for the
music kept her audience enthralled.
An unexpected but much appreciated encore by Schumann topped off the Mittag musical experience. The audience lingered for a last glass of Sekt and then departed, well satisfied and already
looking forward to the next concert. We hope you will all join us for the next Musik am Mittag on
June 20 at 13:00.
th

Sommerkonzert
Elaine White and Fleur Donecker
The 2018 Sommerkonzert on June 8, sponsored by the Forderverein Frauen-Service-Clubs Wiesbaden, was introduced by Eva Maria Wolfart, who welcomed one hundred thirty music lovers. Judging
by the enthusiastic applause throughout the evening, the audience enjoyed the program immensely.
Mark Drobinsky on cello, and our own Erika le Roux on piano, presented a varied program. In the
first half, they played three lovely Fantasiestucke by Robert Schumann, followed by the livelier allegretto pieces from Sonata in A by Cesar Franck.
After the Pause, when we all enjoyed a glass of Sekt or wine, the second half of the evening moved to
a more modern sound, with the Suite Bresilienne by Antonio Santana, and Nightclub by Astor Piazzola. Encores included Rachmaninov’s Vocalise, and
a cello solo by Prokofiev.
Frau Wolfart also spoke the closing words of the
evening, thanking everyone who had attended and
expressing hope that there would be as good a
turn-out next year, when the Forderverein plans to
sponsor a concert at St. Augustine’s again in support of the Capital Campaign. We are grateful for
the wonderful talent of the musicians, and the
community support, as well as the sponsorship of
the Forderverein! This year’s very successful concert raised 1,800 Euros for the restoration of our
beautiful church.
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St. A.‘s in the Press

Invitation to the Sommerkonzert,
sponsored by the Women‘s Clubs
of Wiesbaden.

Erika‘s Midday Recital
advertised as an Inside

„Following the Dove“. An
invitation to a joint-event
with St. John‘s Church in
Wiesbaden

Picture of the Month, by Lisa Pickersgill
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Outreach

Our Mission Trip to Romania, a joint venture with five people
from St. Augustine's and two from Christ the King, Frankfurt
is taking place from June 30 - July 8 and will be lead by Deborah Cole. The group look forward to getting to know land
and people and helping with two of Rev. Dorothee's local projects. The Outreach Committee has already agreed to use
some of its budget to purchase (in Romania) materials for the
building project the team will be working on, but we could do
more with more money.
Commissioning Romanian Missioners with Rev.
John Perry and Rev. Dorothee Hahn, Christ the
King, Frankfurt. The remaining missioners will be
commissioned on June 24 at St. Augustine‘s

The United Thank Offering (UTO) Spring Ingathering will be held on Sunday,
24 June 2018.

This is a way for each person to express tangible THANKS to

God for blessings, UNITED with other prayers and money, that reach out to the
worldwide family. The UTO is a personal and family devotional program of the
Episcopal Church. It is the sum of our daily thanks for the blessings in our
everyday lives—for good weather, happy times, a job opportunity, and unex-

pected visits—there are so many things for which we can be thankful. We can
be thankful to God for blessings and take action by putting coins in our Blue
Box. We will forward our collected offering to the UTO offices in New York City
where it becomes part of a fund within the Episcopal Church which supports
mission projects all over the world. You will find the UTO Blue Boxes, Blue
Envelopes and brochures on the tract rack at the back of the church. Please
remember to bring your Blue Box (or, Blue Envelope) to church with you on 24
June! Kay Hollis, UTO Coordinator
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Women of the Church
Our Trip to the Abbey of St. Hildegard of Bingen
Nina Scheicher
After an almost tropical thunderstorm in May that had us ‘Women of the Church’ huddling in the
bell-tower entrance, Heidi, Wendy R., Pat, Jillian, and I set off toward the Rheingau to visit St.
Hildegard’s Abbey. A short drive through the Rhine Valley led up to the magnificent Benedictine Monastery in Eibingen (since
2002 part of the UNESCO World Heritage). Towering majestically among vineyards over Rüdesheim, this is the home to 48
nuns and workplace of numerous employees who tend its wine cellars, abbey shop, café and book store.
A short walk through sweet-smelling roses of all colours, blooming in full glory of the season, led us into the Abbey Church,
held in the Beuronese art style, known for – if Wikipedia is to be believed - its ‘muted, tranquil and mysterious colouring’.
Indeed, a large head of our Lord Jesus Christ adorned the full space of the apse ceiling, His face watchful over all who entered, kneeled at the marble alter rail, or wandered around the nave, marvelling at the murals. To the left of the alter a choir
space had seating for numerous nuns and hints of a more cloistered space kept us guessing at the many goings-on behind
the scenes that made this place flourish in the true sense of the woman – botanist, healer, composer and finally saint – who
lived in this area in the 11th century, her legacy lasting until today.
Our souls thus fortified, we stopped in the Cloister Café – served by friendly and humorous young men from the St.Vincent
Foundation, a facility for people with learning disabilities. Streuselkuchen and Raspberry Tart made the coffee go down well
and we ladies spent time reminiscing about early education and childhood experiences, getting to know one another better
and enjoying fellowship.
Then, down into the Exhibition Vault we went to view some twenty paintings by local artist Beatrice Dumon, “Kreuzwege –
Lebenswege”, whose abstract colour blocking style with vivid reds, yellows, lilacs and scarlets, had us guessing as to the spiritual feelings that the painter had wished to express. The absence of numbering on the paintings led to some puzzlement as
to what picture went with which title, thus making for an intriguing guessing game.
Once we had decided which painting we would hang into our respective living rooms, we descended into the well-stocked
Abbey Souvenir Shop, perused gift-cards, spiritual books, and, of course, the typical Hildegard of Bingen spices, cereals and
recipe leaflets. In a far corner of shop Sister Monika poured wine from the manifold bottles – wine-tasting with a nun – what
a wonderful picture to behold!
After a last long look at the Abbey and over the hills, beyond the Rhine and over to Bingen, we boarded the vehicle again and
bid goodbye to this beautiful, spiritual and history-laden part of the world, a jewellery box of cultural finery so close to home.
Well worth another visit – maybe soon?

WOC Outing with Jillian Süssner, Dorothy Wegeleben, Nina
Scheicher, Wendy Rathgeber, and (not in pic) Heidi Easthill-Grau.
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Upcoming Events

July 1: Holy Eucharist 10.00 am
July 1: Sung Evensong 5.00 pm
July 2 – July 15: Fr. Chris at General Convention in Austin, Texas
July 4: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
July 7: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm.
July 8: Holy Eucharist 10.00 am (Rev. Douglas Robinson presiding and preaching)
July 11: Morning Prayer (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
July 13: "Gospel meets the Soul" with Sir Waldo Weathers and Elder Maurice Wilkes's CGM SINGERS (7.30 pm)
July 14: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
July 15: Holy Eucharist 10.00 am (Rev. Canon John Newsome presiding and preaching)
WoC Outing to the Landesgartenschau in Bad Schwalbach (week of 16 – 20 July)
July 18: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
July 18: Lunchtime Recital 1.00 pm
July 21: Vestry Meeting 9.30 am
July 21: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
July 22: Holy Eucharist 10.00 am
July 23 – August: Fr. Chris’ Summer Holiday
July 28: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
Geist-reich Ecumenical Pilgrimage
July 29: Holy Eucharist 10.00 am (Rev. Canon John Newsome presiding and preaching)
July 30: Prayer Group Meeting 6.00 pm
------------------------------------------------------------------------August 4: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm.
August 5: Holy Eucharist 10.00 am (Rev. Douglas Robinson presiding and preaching)
August 8: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
August 11: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
August 12: Holy Eucharist 10.00 am
August 12: Worship Committee 12.00 noon
August 15: Assumption of the Blessed Holy Mary: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study
(11.00 am)
August 15: Lunchtime Recital 1.00 pm
August 18: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
August 18: Outreach Committee 11.00 am
August 19: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am
August 22: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
August 25: Kaffeeklatsch/Nearly New/Book Sale 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
August 27: Teestube Breakfast 9.00 am
August 26: Open Air Service (11.00 am) and Parish Picnic
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Upcoming Events (cont‘d)

The Billboard

Make a note of the Evensong dates now, and
don‘t miss one. This is a wonderful musical
service.

Mark your calendars with this unique event. Special Guest is St. A.‘s,
Gerard LeRoux“
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Dear Readers,
We thank you for your interest and your feedback to our Newsletter. We enjoy
recapping the (many!) events at St. Augusine‘s, and advertising upcoming concerts.
In the past, we have tried to keep to a monthly or bi-monthly schedule to make
sure our news is published in a timely fashion. However, at this
time, our little team is struggling with work commitments and time constraints.
In order to ensure 8—12 issues as year, we would need additional support.
In order to continue to keep you informed via newsletter, and with no additional
support, we would have to reduce the frequency to a quarterly publication, i.e.
spring, summer, fall, winter.
Should you be interested in joining the team, please let us know.
Your Newsletter Team,
Madeline Bohr, Rev. Chris Easthill, Elaine White
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