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Newsletter
Dear Faithful and Friends of St. Augustine’s,

By the time you read our newsletter, the season of Advent will have begun. Christmas
seems to come early at St. Augustine's. We had our Christmas Bazaar in November, and on
the last Sunday of the Church year, still in November, we collected the Christmas shoe
boxes for children in Romania. But now it’s time for us to focus on Advent again. Like Lent
before Easter, there is a danger that we see this just as a period of preparation before
Christmas. On the one hand, it is a time in which we prepare ourselves spiritually for the
Feast of the Incarnation, and I recommend that you take on an extra spiritual discipline of
daily prayer and meditation during this time.

Table of Contents
Two resources I would like to recommend to help you, are:
1. AdventWord2018. If you sign up (www.adventword.org) you will receive an email
with daily meditations and images for each day of Advent.
2. My Advent book selection this year, is "Beyond the Chocolate Window: Daily
readings and meditations for Advent and Christmas" by Becky Lovat.
But Advent is a season in its own right. We prepare ourselves not just to celebrate Jesus’s
first coming, but also to look forward to His second coming: Christ’s return in overwhelming majesty as King of Kings and Lord of all. We don’t know when that day will come, or if we will experience it ourselves. But we still have to prepare both ourselves and
our
community. To do that, we can continue to work to implement our church’s four visions,
thereby offering a glimpse or foretaste of the kingdom of heaven that was initiated when
God’s Son became human over 2,000 years ago and will be completed when God’s Son
returns in glory.
The Four Visions of the Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury
1. With God’s help, we are a welcoming and inclusive Christian community, offering
worship in the Anglican tradition enriched with music to more fully contemplate and
celebrate the majesty of the Lord.
2. With God’s help, we set an example for love and acceptance with worship, teaching,
prayer, and fellowship; we seek to grow in number, in faith, and in love for one
another.
3. As an expression of God’s love for all God’s people, we welcome and embrace the
community outside the church, supporting local concerns, and by using and offering
our building and ourselves as a resource and asset.
4. With God’s help, we act as a beacon of hope, embracing the stranger with openness,
kindness, and acceptance and bearing witness to our faith by our lives and actions.
Yours in Christ,
Chris+
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If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to contribute to the Newsletter, please
contact someone on our Team
• Madeline Bohr
• Rev. Chris Easthill
• Elaine White
Remember—this is YOUR
Newsletter!

Hi! My name is Augie and I am the official church mouse at
St. Augustine’s. I’ll be going through the
Christmas Newsletter with you and can tell you some funfacts about the Christmas Season. My very favourite time of
year! And not just because there are so many good things to
eat! ((Although I do love candy canes!!)

Your Vestry
Abridged Minutes—Vestry Meeting
Thursday, 25 October 2018, 18:30 (Church)
Submitted by Collin Clibon, Vestry Secretary
Convention and Bishop Election Report• The selection was quickly narrowed to two candidates, causing increased tension through the multiple ballot process
• Process is not complete. Diocesan assent is required for the Bishop Elect, along with other administrative requirements
• New Bishop’s Consecration will be 6 April 2019
• Other business handled at convention included receipt of a €5,000 grant for St. Augustine’s Capital Campaign
• Additionally, the Whalon Fund for the Creative Arts was officially established
Vestry Projects and Priorities
• Welcoming and engaging newcomers – Audrey and Juliana volunteered to assist w/ the newcomers’ event “Cocktails
and Quiche” at the parsonage on 4 November
Community
• Fine Arts and Fun(d)raising Committee report – a new date for the Time and Talent event. 30 March established as a
tentative date.
• Parish Rummage Sale discussed – May-June time frame would take advantage of military move season
• US Army relationship – Father Chris is seeking opportunities to better reach military community.
• 25-Hour Run – discussed participating in the WISPO 25-Hour Run next August to promote the church in the community
Formation
•
Sunday School/Youth Group – a youth group volunteer is needed. Eric will be taking youth volunteer training and will
help with YAE
• Adult formation – Andy will try individual emails to promote new home group. Chris+ reminded the vestry that these
groups need patience and can grow once started
Mission and Outreach
• Christ the King (Frankfurt) will join the Christmas box project
• Mainz ministry concept discussed – single (one-off), well-advertised event may be successful
• Discussed Joining Wiesbaden Bündis für Demokratie, join as a signatory, not necessarily joining counter protests
Motion: to join Wiesbaden Bündis für Demokratie – Unanimous Vestry approval.
Managing God’s Assets
• Financial Management Report: (see Budget and Balance Reports) Jim W.: pledge amounts are returning to normal, but
plate totals are still low. Expect utility costs to decrease this year (last year unusually high, new system, etc.). Costs for
events have been controlled better than anticipated
• Stewardship Campaign Update – pledge forms starting to come in
• Capital Campaign and Facilities Update – chimney demolition is needed both for structural and aesthetic reasons; the
debris from the old chimney is currently damaging the roof. CY19 structural priorities to be set in a subsequent meeting.
Vestry discussed the concept of a fall clean up, possibly in conjunction with the pre-Christmas Cleaning-Greening of the
Church
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Parish Life

St. Augustine‘s participates once again in the
Vereinsmesse in Wiesbaden on 22nd September, with trusty helpers.

Get out your magnifying glass and look at
the spectators in the background!
Source: Wiesbadener Kurier

Retrospective of Rosemary Unger‘s art in
Schlangenbad.

ACK Meeting in Frankfurt

Wiesbaden‘s partner city, Istanbul-Fatih e.V., Girls‘ Choir
singing at St. Augustine‘s.
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Parish Life

Baby Shower for Andrea Wallace at the Parsonage

Chris+ and Heidi invited Newcomers to the Parsonage for an afternoon of fun and games.

Impressions from this year‘s Christmas Bazaar

Pssst! Don’t tell anyone, I
was at the Bazaar, but
nobody saw me. There
were some delicious
crumbs under the tables in
the coffee corner!
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People
Unsung Heroes
“Unsung Heroes” is a series of articles that will appear on a semi-regular basis to give
credit to those people behind the scenes who make our community a better place
with their dedication and hard work.
This month’s “Unsung Hero” was not happy about being called a hero. But in fact,
Anna Altvater is just that. For it is people like Anna working behind the scenes who
keep things running smoothly at St. Augustine’s. We talked to Anna about who she is
and what she does at St. Augustine’s.

After years of soul-searching and vacillating between the Roman Catholic and Lutheran Protestant churches in Germany, Anna did not feel she had a “spiritual home”
anywhere. On a Sunday in 2011, she visited St. Augustine’s, and “I have been back
every Sunday since.”
What was it that drew her to St. A.’s? She says the music, the international atmosphere, and of course, the people. In her
first months and years in the congregation, Rev. Tony Litwinski and his wife, Jana, became her mentors, and she says she
is indebted to them for their guidance at that time.
In the meantime, St. A.’s has become Anna’s home, her “safe haven”as she calls it. She is a member of the Women of the
Church, attends the weekday service of Holy Eucharist on most Wednesdays, and participates regularly in Bible Study
groups.
With very few exceptions, Anna comes to church every Sunday morning at 9:00 and brews the coffee and tea, which we
enjoy after service. As anyone who has hosted coffee hour will tell you, it is a relief to have such reliable help behind the
scenes. “It’s a small thing”, says Anna, “but lots of little things become one big thing, which is our community. And everyone has something they can do”.
But her real commitment to the community is her involvement with the Nearly New Shop. Along with a hardy and reliable team of women, Anna opens the shop every Saturday from February to November from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. “I know it
might sound corny”, says Anna, “but this is my way of giving back to St. Augustine’s”.
She feels this is the place where she can best use her talents to create “bridges” between visitors and the St. Augustine’s
community. People from all walks of life and from all over the world turn up at the shop for a cup of coffee or tea, a chat,
and maybe a special bargain, and it is here that Anna feels part of a very special cycle of “getting and giving”.
When asked where she would like her photo to be taken, Anna did not hesitate for one minute. In front of the Nearly
New Shop! “It’s good to be needed”, says Anna. And as a congregation, we would like to say “thank you” to Anna for her
support and her service, and for making St. Augustine’s a better place for us all.

Editor: If you would like to nominate someone as our
next “Unsung Here”, please let us know.
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Episcopal Church of Europe
How we chose our next bishop
By Christopher Easthill
The Church of England system of choosing a bishop, appointment by the monarch, was no longer available or desirable and,
due to the constitutional separation of church and state, neither the new United States executive nor legislative branches
could play a role. Instead, reverting to the practice of the early Church, the Episcopal leaders decided that bishops would be
elected.
All the Anglican Provinces (soon to be 40 geographical and self-governing divisions of the Anglican Communion) have some
element of election in their bishop selection processes, but ours in the Episcopal Church is arguably the most open and
transparent, as well as the longest. If we include the strategic plan, our process will have taken about two years from start
(spring 2017) to finish (6 April 2019). Anyone who felt called could apply and once the final four candidates (in our case)
were nominated, biographies, videos, and links were published. Then, in September during the walkabout weekend, over
250 people were able to meet and question them.
The actual election took place during our annual convention in Waterloo from 18-21 October; the process began on the Friday. The electorate consisted of: two lay delegates selected by each Convocation parish and organized mission (20 delegates
in total); the lay members of the bishop’s Council of Advice (four in total), and all canonically resident clergy registered to
attend the Convention (25 attended). As good Episcopalians, we ran the election in an orderly fashion and used a special rule
of order that was approved by the delegates before voting began.
The laity and clergy vote separately in all Episcopal elections, and a nominee is elected only by a majority in each order.
Why? Because we have different perspectives – the clergy have a closer relationship and more frequent contact with the
bishop – and this procedure ensures that both viewpoints are considered. The election of a bishop is first and foremost a
spiritual task. So it is, we hope, the Holy Spirit that guides us in our discernment. We believe that we are more likely to hear
her through multiple and diverse voices and with the help of the prayer and worship that was an integral part of the Convention.
As you know by now, Rev. Mark D.W. Edington was elected on the eighth ballot with 17 votes in the lay order and 13 votes
in the clerical order. But it is not over yet! Mark+ will not become Bishop-in-Charge until a majority of the standing committees of all Episcopal dioceses and all diocesan bishops have approved the election. This process can take several months,
but it is necessary to ensure that the bishop, who will become a representative of the whole Church, is accepted and supported by that Church. Finally, once the Presiding Bishop, Deo volente, receives notice that consents have been received
from a majority of bishops and standing committees, the bishop-elect begins the transition to assume office, culminating in
the ordination and consecration of the new Bishop-in-Charge in the Cathedral in Paris on 6 April 2019.
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Episcopal Church of Europe (cont‘d)
Anne Swardson, Co-Chair of the Transition Committee
(first published in Trinité, the magazine of our Cathedral in Paris)
Long before Rev. Mark Edington was elected to become Bishop in Charge of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in
Europe, preparations had begun for his election, arrival and consecration. Not to mention for the September visit of all
four candidates to the Convocation so we could get to know them.
All this is the job of the Transition Committee, 11 people from across the churches of the Convocation, both clergy and
lay. We have a variety of talents: communications, organization, execution, research, party planning, canon law, design,
technology and in one case, cooking. Commissioned at the same time as the Search and Nomination Committee in October 2017, the Transition Committee worked quietly for a while, but once the four finalists were announced on June 30,
we began implementing the plans we had made in the previous eight months.
Our task wasn’t just to prepare a path for the next bishop. It was to say goodbye to the one we’ve had for 17 years. The
festivities and appreciation of Bishop Pierre Whalon, which began at our nominating convention in Waterloo, Belgium, in
October, will continue through the consecration of Mark+ on April 6, 2019, at the Cathedral in Paris. The day before will
feature a service and then a rollicking farewell party at the Cathedral.
The Transition Committee is also working on the consecration itself and the party to follow. Sending save-the-date notices to dozens of ecumenical dignitaries in Europe and Episcopal notables in the U.S. – Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will
attend, preach and consecrate -- was our first task, completed in December of last year.
Then we met each other. The committee held a retreat at the rectory at St. James, Florence, in January. It was generously
hosted by Dottie Dunnam, wife of St. James rector Mark Dunnam, who prepared a full dinner for all 14 of us (hence the
reference to cooking above) as well as arranging for all other meals and accommodations.
We emerged from that meeting with 5 subcommittees and a three-page timeline. Remember the story in the Gospel of
Luke when Jesus visited the house of two sisters, Mary and Martha? Mary listened raptly to Jesus while Martha bustled
around making preparations? You can guess which sister best represents the Transition Committee (although with the
help of Chaplain Robert Warren of Christ Church Clermont Ferrand, we also took time to pray and reflect.)
One of our most important tasks was to choose each candidate’s “shepherd.” These are four people from the Convocation who accompanied each candidate on their journey with emotional support, needed information, encouragement
and love. The shepherds were Allison Glasgow-Lafontaine from Paris, Deirdre Tincker from Church of the Ascension,
Munich; Larry Litman from St. Paul’s Within the Walls, Rome, and Samuel Mbele-Mbong from Emmanuel Church, Geneva.
The biggest task is called the walkabout, or as some of us prefer to call it, talkabout. All four finalists and their spouses
flew to Paris, then Munich and Rome, so that we could discern who would be the right bishop for us. This was a deeply
moving experience for those who took part, but it also entailed a host of details, from hotel reservations to nametags to
sound systems to receptions. We tried to give the candidates equal experiences at each church (parishioners from nonhost churches traveled to the events) while also showcasing what makes us all unique. The main event at each one was a
two- hour Town Hall meeting where all four candidates answered questions.
The Transition Committee also ran the election (see accompanying article). The four shepherds attended and phoned their
respective candidates with the results. Convocation Archdeacon Walter Baer worked with the committee to announce the
results via social media and a press release (we had prepared them for all four candidates), which was sent to the Episcopal News Service and other media.
Much lies ahead. In addition to the consecration, for which many volunteers from the Cathedral are playing crucial roles, a
work visa will need to be secured for Mark+ and a residence visa for Judith. A lawyer has been lined up, but the process can
be lengthy. And a residence will need to be found, since Bishop Pierre gave up his apartment. Appliances, furniture, decoration, all need to be taken care.
Support and prayers will be needed from all. For Pierre and his new wife, Hélène, as they start a new life together, and
for Mark+ and Judith, as they arrive in Paris and also start a new life – with us.
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Episcopal Church of Europe (cont‘d)
Impressions from the Walkabout
Transition Committee
in Munich Meeting

On Saturday, September 29, the four nominees for the position of bishop introduced themselves and answered questions at an event held at
the Church of the Ascension in Munich.
Our voting delegates Deborah Cole and John Adam, as well as
Dorothee Dziewas, Audrey Shankles (photographer), Father Chris and
Heidi (not pictured) took part.

Not every answer was serious!

The candidates, spouses and members of the Search
and Transition Committees
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Parish History
From: Marianna McJimsey
To: Rev. Chris Easthill
Dear Rev. Easthill,
I am the historian and archivist of Grace and
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Colorado
Springs. In March 2013, a member of our
parish, John Russell, informed me that a baptismal font at St. Augustine’s of Canterbury was
given “by Grace Church in memory of Madge
Huff.” Mr. Russell’s granddaughters were
baptized at St. Augustine’s. He asked me if I
knew when the gift was made and who was
Madge Huff. Our History and Archives Ministry is comparatively new. I established it in
2012, and I have thus far found no reference to
the gift among the records that I am processing.
However, I have learned that a Madge Huff
(Mrs. William Harper Huff) contributed toward
the hand bells that the Grace and St. Stephen’s
hand bell choir uses. I know very little about
her. She lived from 1870 to 1965. She was
born in Illinois, but grew up in Denver,
Colorado. She was an accomplished violinist
and studied in Belgium. In her retirement, she
lived with a sister, Mrs. Ida F. Lee, in
Colorado Springs. Madge Huff’s obituary
made no reference to having connections in
Wiesbaden. She had no children.
Grace and St. Stephen’s was established in
1923 when Grace Church (est. 1873) and St.
Stephen’s Parish (1893) joined. Although the
new parish’s name was Grace and St.
Stephen’s, it has often been referred to in the
community as Grace Church.
I am writing to inquire what documentation
you might have that suggests that the gift of
your parish’s baptismal font may have been
from our parish in Colorado Springs and what
connection Madge Huff (Mrs. William) might
have had with St. Augustine’s of Canterbury. I
note on the parish’s website that Ms. Hilary
Norman write a history of St. Augustine’s and
that you celebrated your 150th anniversary in
2014. That information of recent history activity has led me to this note of inquiry.
Thank you so much for any light you might be
able to shed on the questions surrounding
Madge Huff, Grace and St. Stephen’s and St.
Augustine’s.

From: Christopher Easthill
To: Marianna McJimsey
Dear Marianna,
Thank you for getting in touch. I can’t tell you
much about Madge Huff, but I can confirm
(and am attaching pictures to show) that our
current font was “presented by Grace Church
Colorado Springs ... to the Glory of God and in
Memory of Madge Huff.” The church suffered
from a massive fire in January 1966, the interior was destroyed (also the roof and windows)
and the previous 19th century font destroyed
by crashing timbers – only the base remained
(see picture).
The church was rebuilt in 1966 and reopened in
Jan. 1967, so the donation must be from that
time.
I am copying our historian, Hilary Norman
into this email in case she can add information.
Also please feel free to visit us if you or another parishioner is ever in Germany. St.
Augustine’s is a beautiful church, and Wiesbaden a lovely city ... also with springs (it’s a spa
town). It is lovely to hear from the church that
donated our font, which is still very much in
use!
Many blessings,
Chris+

From: Marianna McJimsey
To: Rev. Chris Easthill
Dear Fr. Chris,
Thank you so much for your rapid, illustrated,
and informative response to my query about St.
Augustine’s baptismal font, a gift of Grace and
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Colorado
Springs (also, in 1967, referred to as Grace
Church).
It is immensely helpful to learn that the gift of
the font occurred after 1967, following the
restoration of the church after the fire of 1966.
The installation would have taken place, possibly, not long after the death in 1965 of Madge
Huff. We at Grace and St. Stephen’s are surprised and delighted that 50 years ago, we were
able to provide a baptismal font in place of the
one that was destroyed.
The connections among Madge Huff, St.
Augustine, and Grace and St. Stephen’s pose a
fascinating and puzzling conundrum. After
World War II and the burgeoning of the population of Colorado Springs, Grace and St.
Stephen’s
established
several
mission
churches. It was not long before the missions
moved to become independent Episcopal parishes. However, I have not encountered evidence of Grace and St. Stephen’s having made
a gift, in the name of the parish, of a material
object, such as the gift of the font to St.
Augustine’s in Wiesbaden.
If we find clues to this interesting puzzle, I will
certainly let you know. Meanwhile, I will
encourage Grace and St. Stephen’s parishioners
to follow through on your kind invitation to
visit St. Augustine’s in Wiesbaden. On behalf
of Grace and St. Stephen’s, may I similarly
extend an invitation to members of your parish
to visit our church in Colorado Springs. We
would be so happy to greet you.
Yours sincerely,
Marianna McJimsey
Parish Historian and Archivist

With warm best wishes,
Marianna McJimsey
Parish Historian and Archivist

Editor‘s note: Pastor‘s Picks will not appear this month. Instead we are publishing this interesting correspondence between Rev. Chris and Marianna McJimsey, Parish Historian and Archivist
on the history of our Baptismal Font.
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Capital Campaign
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CORNER
Rev. Chris Easthill
Our heating project is now finished and almost all the bills have been paid. Our
contractors just have a couple of things left to improve or repair. We look forward
to reaping the benefits of our new, modern heating in both increased efficiency
and reduced costs. Overall, we spent €140,000.
Next year is the final year of our campaign. We still have a number of projects to
complete, which will cost (based on current estimates) €90,000 – €100,000. As a next step, we will
prioritise them by urgency.
Which projects we actually manage to complete in 2019 will depend on our financial capability. Our
Capital Campaign (paid and pledged) has now reached a total of €350,000, an increase of about
€42,000 since the last report! We received a number of generous individual donations and a further
grant from the Denkmalschutz (€3,500), as well as from the Evangelische Kirche in Hessen und Nassau (€5,000). Most importantly, however, is the fact our gas and electricity provider ESWE agreed to
subidise our heating project via their Innovations und Klimaschutzfonds with €25,000!
This means that we will start 2019 with some money in the CC account, but not enough (see below)
to complete all the work still on our list. We hope to collect at least another €50,000 from all sources.
Please:
•

consider making a donation if you have not yet done so.

•

encourage your friends and contacts from around the world to donate.

•

contact companies or institutions who you think might support us. This does work!

Santa Claus delivering presents
comes from Germany’s celebration of St. Nicholas’ feast day on
December 6. Children would
leave shoes out the night before
and, in the morning, would find
little gifts that St. Nicholas would
leave them.
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Feature Article
Wiesbaden Christmas Market
Sternschnuppenmarkt
Although the name doesn´t have much, if anything, to do with Christmas (and the English rendering – "Twinkling
Star Christmas Market” – even less so), the Wiesbaden version of a German Christmas market was voted Nr. 1
nationally in recent years. And for good reason: tastefully decorated and well-organized, it features a colorful
stage and a good mix of friendly vendors – who also do their best to speak English when necessary. It is unique
because of its one-of-a-kind backdrop – the Town Hall, State Capitol and the Market Square Church, which will
be illuminated at night for the first time this year.
Glühwein
The mulled wine goes part and parcel with the Christmas Market. In fact, one is never more than a few steps
away from a Glühwein stand. Mulled wine or hot spiced-wine sounds somewhat tame in English; the German
Glühwein, literally "glowing wine", is much more descriptive. Given the proximity of the Christmas Market to the
wine-growing region along the Rhine, the quality of the Glühwein is generally exceptional. Ask the staff at the
Market Church for suggestions as where to find the best hot drinks and bratwursts, roasted chestnuts and
crêpes.
Weather
If you´re from Malibu or Melbourne, it´s going to be cold(!) at the Christmas Market. Dress warmly. And, if someone asks, remember to say: "Mir ist kalt!” and not the literal English equivalent: "Ich bin kalt!”. Locals may think
you´ve just frozen to death.

Bethmännchen
This holiday specialty originates from nearby Frankfurt and consists of marzipan decorated with almond slices.
The four almond halves originally placed on the Bethmännchen were thought to symbolize the four sons of the
prominent banker family. After one of the sons died, one of the four almond slices was symbolically removed.
Another theory has it that the sweets were originally called Betmänner – praying men – because the halved almonds resembled praying hands. Whatever their origins, they´re quite lecker!
Carillon
It´s the same word in English and refers to the Turmglockenspiel in the tower of the Market Church. Enjoy listening to German Christmas Carols each day at 9am, 12pm, 3pm and 5pm. The carillon was constructed 30 years
ago (1986) and is one of a kind in Wiesbaden. If you need to burn off some calories from the gingerbread (see
Lebkuchen), you can join the carillonneur on his way up to the bell tower – 285 steps (one way).
The church provides a place for quiet reflection and prayer, as well as offering many worship services, reflective
walking tours and concerts.
Lebkuchen
The German version of gingerbread, Lebkuchen, was once prepared in the cloisters during Advent and given primarily to the poor and needy. It wasn´t so much a sweet gingerbread as it was a "life-giving cake", as implied by
the German name, to help the weak, elderly and poor stay alive during the harsh winters. Lebkuchen contains
spices such as ginger, cinnamon, aniseed and coriander, which are good for the heart, lungs and strengthening
the immune system.
Nikolaus
The German equivalent of Santa Claus arrives early, December 6th, and is something of a harbinger of Christmas
joy. The wonderful part of this tradition is that the Christ Child doesn´t need to compete with St. Nick and his
reindeer come Christmas Eve. For Americans being asked to defend the American "export" of the jolly Coca-Cola
Santa Claus to Europe: simply remind your German Gesprächspartne(in) of the fact that the first Santa illustration was created by the artist Thomas Nast, who hailed from Germany.
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Feature Article (cont‘d)
Wiesbaden Christmas Market
Lichterzauber
If you think the Christmas lights are lovely from below, you should see them from above, namely from the visitor´s
platform of the Market Church overlooking the Christmas Market. On a clear day (which, unfortunately, isn´t often in this
part of God's world), one can almost see the skyline of the Big Apple (Manhattan). Or at least the skyline of the Little
Apple (Frankfurt).
Kunsthandwerk
One of the lovely aspects of the Twinkling Star Christmas Market is the great variety of handicrafts offered. During the
Middle Ages, the big hits at the Christmas Fairs were the Baldin (a wool scarf more than a meter long, to be wrapped
around the neck) and the Stäuchelscher (the forerunner of our winter mittens). Warm gloves, colorful scarves and a host
of other fashionable items and crafts abound at the Christmas Market in Wiesbaden.
Weihnachtsgurke
Germans think that the so-called "Christmas Pickle” is from the New World, and Americans think it originates from Old
Germany. Probably the truth lies somewhere in between. Whatever its origins, this Christmas ornament has grown in popularity over the past few years.
It is said that parents once hid the pickle-shaped ornament among the branches of the Christmas tree. The children had to
look for the pickle without touching the tree. The first one to discover the pickle became the first to open his or her
Christmas presents. Incidentally, it was Frank Winfield Woolworth who imported the first Christmas ornaments from Germany to the U.S. around 1880. Last but not least, the so-called "Christmas Pickle Capital of the World” is Berrien Springs,
Michigan, which celebrates a Christmas Pickle Festival each year at the beginning of December.

"Merry Christmas!", "Frohe Weihnachten!" – or, as folks at the Christmas Market might say in local dialect, "Frohe
Weihnachde und e guude Rudsch!"
Source: http://www.wiesbaden.de/en/living-in-wiesbaden/festivities-markets/markets/twinkling-star-christmas-market.php

“Jingle Bells” was the first
song broadcast from space
by Gemini 6 astronauts Tom
Stafford and Wally Schirra.
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St. A.‘s in the News

St. A.‘s Christmas Tree 2017

An article on the Prayer of Peace
which St. Augustine‘s participated in.

Article in local newspaper, Wiesbadener Kurier, on the new heating
system at St. Augustine‘s, with special thanks to our generous
sponsors, in particular, ESWE.

Did you know there are no plums in plum
pudding! Plum was the medieval name for
raisins. When making a plum pudding (or
Christmas pudding) it is traditional for
each family member to stir the ingredients
in an East to West direction to remember
the journey of the three wise men
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Past Events
Stabat Mater Concert
Karen Leube
“Did you come here from Aachen just for the
concert?” Rudolf and I were asked this question a
number of times that Saturday evening. And our
response: “Of course we did!”
The first half of the concert featured J.S. Bach’s Harpsichord Concerto in D minor, BWV 1052, with Erika le
Roux at the piano accompanied by the “St. Augustine’s
Baroque Ensemble”, which had been assembled and prepared by Erika. The
piece is one of the more enigmatic Bach works in terms of origin, as a reconstruction of bits and pieces from other concertos and cantatas. Erika performed
with her usual virtuosity, her fingers dancing across the keys while at times simultaneously conducting the ensemble with one hand and coping with shoulder pain
behind the scenes. The ensemble was the perfect counterpart to the exquisite
keyboard work and clearly reflected Erika’s insights and mastery of music that
extends far beyond “mere” piano-playing.
After the intermission, Deborah Lynn Cole, soprano, and Tami Jantzi, mezzo soprano,
performed Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater, again accompanied by the Baroque Ensemble.
Rudolf and I had performed excerpts of the Stabat Mater in Aachen a few years ago and
we knew that this rendition with Deborah and Tami would be a real treat. The two
so- pranos complement each other fully; indeed, the duets were the highlight of the
per- formance for me, with Deborah’s lovely high voice completed by Tami’s rich, fullbodied mezzo. From their passionate singing in the signature introductory “Stabat Mater dolorosa” to their fiery “Inflammatus et accensus” and the rousing final “Amen”, the
two singers seized the audience and executed the challenging material with ease.
Again, the Baroque Ensemble, under Erika’s baton, offered the perfect accompaniment,
never overpowering, always in step with Deborah and Tami.
Was it “worth” the 2 ½-hour drive from Aachen? You bet! Our remote location makes us even more keenly aware of the amazing talent at St. Augustine’s and the generosity of the congregation’s musicians in sharing it with
us and the community. This concert could have been on the event list of any
major concert hall in Germany. But as Erika pointed out, “You will not find a
better pair of singers for performing Stabat Mater.”
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Past Events (cont‘d)
Victorian Music Box
(Mrs.) Gaby Marahans

Both friends of prior years’ Music Boxes and newcomers alike were enthralled and delighted by the performances of:
• Mistress Deborah Lynn Cole, a delectable Soprano
• Mister John Treleaven, a masterful Tenor
• Mister Ivan Williams, a consummate Baritone
• Mister Anthony Raffell, a virtuoso Baritone
• Mistress Erika LeRoux, absolutely divine on the
Pianoforte
• and the suave and ever courteous Master of Ceremonies like no other, Mister Christopher Easthill
The evening’s program was presented in two parts – Queen Victoria’s favorite sublime music followed by
the more tawdry, raucous and imminently enjoyable Popular Music.
The Queen in question and her courtiers were rumored to have greatly enjoyed sacred music, German
Lieder, piano music, English art songs and grand opera. All musical offerings in these genres were exquisitely performed with the necessary decorum and dedication to the art form.

There followed an interlude for refreshments and conversation.
The MC masterfully managed to reconvene the event and corralled
the crowd for the second part of the program – the Popular Music.
Fabled to be more popular with the common folk, the audience reveled in the performance of parlor songs, ballads, a smattering of the
ever-popular Gilbert and Sullivan works, as well as a hauntingly
beautiful rendition of Meditation on the pianoforte.
But the highlight, ah yes, the climax, was saved for the end - the
Music Hall Singalongs. Needless to say, as the Queen herself was not
there, the more rowdy elements in attendance managed to rock the
house while joining in and belting out true favorites such as Daisy,
Daisy, You are my Honey, Honeysuckle, Sweet Molly Malone and My
Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean! Oh, yes, it was marvelous!
A lovely and most enjoyable evening was had by all in attendance
(and possibly some passing by). We can only hope that the mutton
chops return (no, not on the ladies!) in future iterations of this sublime, refined and still raucous and enjoyable event! Do come, won’t
you?
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Outreach
Update on our Pakistani friends (part1)
By Deborah Cole
JOSEPH ASHER MASIH
Most of you know Joseph Asher Masih, “Asher”. He arrived in Germany in 2016 and has applied for
asylum. Unfortunately, his request was turned down, but St. Augustine’s helped him get a lawyer to
appeal the ruling. Since then, he has been waiting for his court date and trying to keep his hopes up by
studying German and singing and playing his guitar. Asher needs our support. He has taken and passed
A1, A2 and B1 levels in German and is now working on his B2 levels (so, if you can, speak German with
him). He has been living in the Hans Bredow Apartment building for refugees now for 1 ½ years. His
last roommate – Zeeshan Pervaiz Maiseh (also a member of our church; more info on him in the next
newsletter) – has just moved into his own apartment. That led to Asher losing his room and he is now
living with 5 other Pakistanis in one room. As you can imagine, this is very difficult for him.
That is why Asher is now looking desperately for an apartment/room in the Wiesbaden area. If you
know of anything, please let him or myself know.
WASEEM ZAHOOR
Waseem Zahoor also came to Germany in 2016 and went through the same process as Asher;
he is similarly waiting for his appeal to be brought to the courts. He has been living in Niedernhausen, which isolates him and makes it more difficult to get to Wiesbaden. He needs
support through contact and rides to and from Niedernhausen. A big thank you to Valeria
Eiseman for offering Waseem transport whenever possible. Despite this hurtle, Waseem has
found a job near his domicile, working for Hartmann Druckfarben where he processes orders
to be sent out. He has also immersed himself in the church by joining the Vestry and helping
with various activities whenever he can. Next year, he will be moving to Taunusstein to live
in the studio apartment in my house and thereby be able to get into Wiesbaden a little easier
as well as work more on his German.
Our Pakistani friends are not just thinking of themselves though. They have, along with Zeeshan and Ibran, started a fund for Pakistani Christians in Pakistan (see flyer). Please give
generously, and keep all Pakistani Christians in your prayers and thoughts. They need our
support more than ever before.

Christmas Boxes for children in Romania
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Women of the Church
11 October 2018: WoC Visit to the „Frauenmuseum“ Wiesbaden
By Wendy von der Pforte and Karin Payne-Stern
The cultural-historical Frauenmuseum in Wiesbaden focuses on the life worlds of women in
the past, the present and the future. Since its foundation in 1984, the award-winning, interdisciplinary women’s
museum in Wiesbaden has been owned by the non-profit association Frauenwerkstatt Wiesbaden
e.V. and has been financially supported by the City of Wiesbaden.
What could not be more appropriate for the WoC than to pay a visit to Wiesbaden’s Frauenmuseum? After a
warm welcome, we (11 ladies) were very honoured to have a guided tour in English outside opening hours,
which meant we had the rare experience of having whole building at our disposal. Our English-speaking tour
guide was Kim Engels, who most enthusiastically described the ups and downs the museum has gone
through over the years before being acknowledged as a museum in its own right.
Our first exhibition was “Attribute Female” by the artist Ute Ringwald. Her paintings are
vibrant, flamboyant and always with a delicate dash of self-irony. The baroque-figured ladies
portray a joy for life, a gaiety that is contagious.
The next exhibition was “The Art of Remembrance: Alice Salomon 1872-1948” by the Swiss artist
DESSA (Deborah Sharon Abeles). DESSA was born in Southern Rhodesia (today Zimbabwe), and
she now lives and works in Berlin and in Pully, Switzerland. Who was her subject, Alice Salomon? She was a social reformer, educator, feminist, economist and peace activist; Alice Salomon
founded the Social School for Women in Berlin in 1908. Only recently did the artist herself learn
about the intensive life and achievements of this extraordinary woman pioneer to whom we owe so
much.
During the second exhibition, we also admired a couple of DESSA's “Stones-of-Pride” portraits. These are
small upright stones placed within her pictures, and they honour the memory of a person or persons and
their lifetime achievements. The final exhibition was a collection of goddesses from all over the world. This
exhibit shows differing inter-pretations of women and goddesses, which demonstrate the connections between wisdom and the
feminine.
After this remarkable tour, we discussed what we had seen and heard at the “Symposion”, a Greek restaurant
nearby. The overall opinion was very positive, and a few of the members are planning to return to the
museum at some point and explore it in closer detail.
Thank you Heidi & Wendy for organising a very
successful evening
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Christmas Kids‘ Fun

At the first Christmas, three gifts were given to
baby Jesus by three wise men the gifts were
gold, frankincense and myrrh (oils)

18.

Christmas Kids‘ Fun

Children often perform in nativity plays at
Christmas; these remind us about the time of
Jesus' birth and the story behind the celebration of Christmas. St. Augustine celebrates with
a Paper Bag pageant on Dec. 24th at 4:00 p.m.,
where everyone joins in.
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Upcoming Events
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December 5: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study
(11.00 am)
December 8: Handel’s Messiah 4.00 pm
December 9: Advent II Holy Eucharist with Sunday
School 10.00 am.
December 13: Vestry Meeting 6.30 pm (at the Parsonage)
December 16: Advent III Holy Eucharist with Sunday
School 10.00 am
December 16: Nine Lessons and Carols 5.00 pm
December 20: „12 Minuten mit Gott“ @ Marktkirche
(with Fr. Chris) 5.45 pm
December 20: Women oft he Church Outing to the Christmas Market 6.15 pm
December 23: Advent III Holy Eucharist (no Sunday
School) 10.00 am
December 24: Christmas Eve: Teestube Service 9.00 am
December 24: Christmas Eve: Weihnachtsportal Hauptbahnhof 1.00 pm
December 24: Christmas Eve: Family Eucharist and Paper Bag Pageant 4.00 pm
December 24: Christmas Eve: Congregational Carol Singing 10.30 pm.
December 24: Christmas Eve: Candlelight Choral Eucharist 11.00 pm.
December 25: Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 11.00 am
December 30: Holy Eucharist (no Sunday School) 10.00 am
January 6: Festive Eucharist for the Feast of the Epiphany (no Sunday School) 10.00 am
January 9: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
January 13: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am
January 16: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
January 19: Vestry Meeting 9.30 am
January 19: Scottish Dancing Practice 2.00 pm
January 20: Holy Eucharist with Sunday School 10.00 am
January 23: January 16: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
Jan. 24 – 26: Fr. Chris away (Council of Advice)
January 25: Burns Night 7.00 pm
January 27: Family Eucharist (no Sunday School) 10.00 am.
January 30: Holy Eucharist (10.00 am) and Bible Study (11.00 am)
February 2: Mainzer Medizinerorchester 7.00 pm

The Editorial Team wishes you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Madeline Bohr, Rev. Chris Easthill, Elaine White

And Merry Christmas from me, too!
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