
REPORTS FOR AGM 2022 
 
Acolytes 
At the moment, we have four acolytes and two new teenagers keen on getting trained. 
However, we do not know yet when or if we are going to have acolytes on a regular basis.  
Additionally, I would like to take the opportunity to let you know that after much thought and 
prayer, I now feel that it is time for me to resign this position and serve in a different capacity. 
I have served as the acolyte coordinator for many years, and it has been a pleasure serving 
in this important role. I hope someone is willing to assume this critical task. I will be happy to 
provide information and help. 
Maria Valeria Damigella Eiseman 
 
Altar Guild 
The Altar Guild has seven members: Zoe Cross, Kay Hollis, Diana Mrongrowius, Jeanne 
Nelson, Esther Onwubuariri, Grace Osagioduwa Eribo and Valerie Roecker.  
If possible, the Altar Guild members are scheduled to work in pairs on a weekly basis. Under 
the priest´s direction, we are responsible for making the preparations for all the church 
services. Our tasks include the care of the linens, vestments, sacred vessels and candles. 
We are also responsible for ordering the hosts, wine, candles, linens, vestments, the advent 
wreath, and the palm crosses.  
The Altar Guild has no reserve funds, so we have to rely on memorial contributions or 
donations to meet any needs. There is a list of items which could be given by members of 
the congregation as a suitable memorial or thanksgiving. These items range in price and if 
you would like information, please contact Valerie Roecker. Finally, I would like to thank all 
the Altar Guild members for their devoted work „behind the scene “, for always being 
prepared to step in and support each other, and for helping to enhance the services at St. 
Augustine´s.  
Valerie Röcker 

 
Book Sale  
The English Book Sale was open for the public on 39 Saturdays in 2021 and made an 
income of 925,50 Euros. Our team still consists of Helen Centner, Karin Payne-Stern, Elke 
Schmidt, Christine Spethmann, Elke Vogel and Miriam Miral-Weissbach with the occasional 
support of Barbara Müller-Grant. The Corona virus continued to affect sales negatively last 
year and we wondered how we could demonstrate to the public that we actually existed and 
were open every Saturday morning. We decided on a beach flag and were able to purchase 
two as a result of Helen’s generous donation of 300 Euros. They have been a success as 
they have attracted new customers; people who had previously not even known of our 
existence.  
Please support us either as customers and/or with your donations of English language 
paperbacks. Please no hard bound books as we have neither the strength nor the facilities to 
store them! 
Karin Payne-Stern & Christine Spethmann 

 
Chalice Bearers 
With the ongoing pandemic, we have been having a challenging time, we are 
still covering Sunday services with one Chalice Bearer, and we have a small 
core team due to many of our team, for various reasons, being unable to serve. 
 
Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire team and 
please remember that if you feel called to this ministry there is always room 
for you!  Speak to Rev. Chris or myself if you are interested. 
Robert Ramsay 

 
 
 



Choir 
The choir/ensemble year has been very successful considering the limitation to only five 
voices due to Covid19 restrictions. Fortunately, towards the end of 2021 conditions allowed 
us to expand with two more voices, plus organist and choir director, which currently brings us 
to the maximum of nine people in the choir loft. 
Everybody in the church community and abroad, were deeply saddened at the passing of 
Andy Pickersgill's life earlier in the year. Andy had been a jovial and very much-loved 
member of our choir community for such a long time and who will be sorely missed. Various 
ensemble members sang at the memorial services for Rodney Downing and Fritz Hiller.  
On a brighter note, the ensemble provided a full programme of mixed repertoire for two 
wedding services in July and October. These weddings benefited the choir greatly towards 
the purchasing of some new choral sheet music; a difficult situation to manage, considering 
our maximum number allowed, but the choir has welcomed some new voices. One was (on-
hold) from pre-Covid times. Generally, if there are too many voice types of the same 
instrument, (which tend to be sopranos), we have an alternating system that is worked out as 
we proceed from week to week. Choir rehearsals are every Monday evening in the church 
from 7.pm- 9.pm. Anybody who feels that they might wish to sing in the choir is welcome to 
attend. There are no limits to how many people can attend choir rehearsals during Covid 
times as the rehearsals are on floor level with piano, and everybody can be spaced apart as 
much as needed. During the past year, Evensong services were held in the months of 
February, May, September (Night of the Churches), and October. In September we 
commenced a new setting of the Magnificat in B Flat Major by Charles Stanford. In October 
Stanford in C Major was started, in January 2022 Stanford in G Major with more to follow. I 
encourage everybody to simply attend one of the Evensong services. This is a service which 
is 95% mostly sung by the ensemble where one can simply sit at the end of day, listen and 
reflect on all the blessings in life that we are rewarded with. Other celebrations of the year 
were our major Holy week and Easter services, Advent and Christmas followed by Epiphany. 
I wish to sincerely thank the dedicated ensemble who managed to schedule themselves to 
attend the past year of rehearsals and services; also to the many soloists: Victoria Hellbach 
(Harp), Vocal Soloists John Treleaven (Richards), Deborah Cole, Olivia Williams, Michelle 
Ryan and Helene Thomson.  My sincere appreciation to all! 
Grateful thanks and acknowledgement must be made to Tim Hawken who is a dedicated 
organist and ensemble support and who sometimes responds to a spontaneous musical 
request with an additional piano piece. 
Many thanks and appreciation to Erika le Roux as principal organist who is at present taking 
a long-deserved break, but who will also be welcomed back with open arms at any time in 
the future. 
Ivan Williams 

 
Communications and Public Relations 
1. Objectives 

1. To communicate to members of congregation and "friends of St. Augustine’s"  
1. in a timely and comprehensive way. 
2. 2.To compensate for in-person events due to Covid restrictions 
3. 3.To advertise upcoming events to the general public. 
4. 4.To spread the Good News of God in Christ (Evangelism) 
5. 5.To facilitate and enhance ecumenical and inter-faith cooperation by mutual 

information 
6. To keep and maintain an open channel of communication with The Convocation of 

Episcopal Churches in Europe 
 
2. Target Groups 

a) Congregation 
b) Friends (former members) 
c) “Seekers” – people looking for a church, for particular “services “weddings,  
d) funerals), for answers ....  



e) General public (concerts, fundraising, venue for events) 
f) Ecumenical and inter-faith partners 

 
3. Messages 
Our Mission Statement: “Our mission is to fulfil our promises to Jesus Christ  
through word and deed by proclaiming his love to all. Our ministry is to all  
people, regardless of their cultural, national, ethnic, or religious background,  
who seek fellowship in the baptism of Jesus Christ.” 
We are a worshiping community, family-friendly, a place where you can find  
spiritual guidance and explore questions of faith, an opportunity to help with  
your talent, and/or a way to support others.  
 
4. Media 

• Email announcements: weekly news and updates per email 

• Bulletin: weekly service bulletin with announcements and week ahead 

• Newsletter: Quarterly overview with focus on past events 

• Website: ongoing; mid-term information 

• Facebook: ongoing; immediate information 

• Print Media: Press releases, Articles in newspapers, magazines 

• Notice Board: general information, upcoming events 

• Other (e.g. flyers, posters, pamphlets, etc.) 

• Continued Outreach activities: Teestube, Hildastift, Refugees in Wiesbaden,  

• Youth Group, etc. 

• Arbeitsgemeinschaft Christlicher Kirchen in Deutschland (ACK) 

• Maintain Public Relations with public community: e.g. Presse Club Wiesbaden, 

• Tourist Office, Twin-city organisations (City of Wiesbaden, Tunbridge Wells),  

• Frauenförderverein (Women’s Clubs), other Churches / Choir organisations 
 
5. Evaluating Success 

• Feedback from congregation, visitors, etc. 

• Number of visitors to events 

• Financial profits from events 

• Evaluation and follow-up on Newcomers’ form: “How did you hear about  

• us/find us?” 

• Evaluation and follow-up on registered “interested” parties  
Madeline Bohr 

 
Ecumenical Relations 2021 
2021 was again an unusual year, as we all know, but as churches in Wiesbaden we have 
stayed in touch with online events and some in-person activities in the summer. .Just a little 
info for those not so familiar with our ecumenical ties in the city: In the ACK, the  
„Arbeitsgemeinschaft christlicher Kirchen“ (Council of Christian Churches) in Wiesbaden, we 
hold meetings with delegates from 17 churches in order to get to know and learn from each 
other, but also to be heard as Christians who come from very different traditions but are 
united in the desire to follow Christ and to help shape society as believers.  
The annual ecumenical service as part of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January 
had to go online last year. But it was still a spirit-filled occasion with a strong sense of 
community – felt perhaps most at the time of intercessions when everybody was asked to 
type their prayers into the Zoom chat and you could see them move upwards on the screen. 
A very powerful image!   
The World day of Prayer on the first Friday of March was also an online occasion as was our 
annual „Geist-reich“ festival on May 29 after Pentecost. The Night of the Churches was back 
on the first Friday in September (after 2020 when it had to be cancelled) – with Corona rules 
and without food this time, but with lots of willing helpers and a great programme for our 
visitors.  



Also, in September the ACK Wiesbaden launched a new format with the aim to give its 
member churches an opportunity to learn about spiritual practice and theology in its different 
forms. The first event was a “Bible Day” where we tried out different methods for reading, 
understanding, and applying biblical texts – a great experience that even gave present clergy 
some surprising insights!  
Father Chris represents us at regional level (ACK Hessen/Rheinhessen) and all the Anglican 
churches in Germany at national level (ACK Deutschland), where he is a board member. As 
a result, he is often called on to give talks and presentations about Anglican practice, ritual 
and history 
As you will have noticed, too, this pandemic has produced difficulties for our church 
communities to connect – but it has also produced an incredible amount of creativity and 
commitment to serve the people in our churches. And in the ACK, we share those ideas, we 
celebrate together virtually, and we try to be a beacon of hope in a time when lots of people 
struggle.   
Please do support our ecumenical activities – by joining in, but also in prayer. Thank you! 
Dorothee Dziewas 

 
Endowment Fund Committee 

• For those of you new to St Augustine’s. What is the Endowment Fund? 

• It was originally set up in 1999 and amended in 2005.The main purpose of the EF is: 

• „…to provide a vehicle for receiving and managing assets received from individuals or 
organizations for acquisition, construction, preservation and maintenance of the church 
building ….“ 

• Put simply, it is a dedicated savings account to finance the preservation and 
maintenance costs of the building. Without it we would not have been able to start our 
renovation project, as the first € 50K were provided by the EF after a vote was taken at 
the 2015 AGM to use some of the funds accordingly.  

• Anyone can make a donation, pledge or bequest to the EF at any time.  

• If you’re re-drafting your Will any time soon – remember the EF! 

• Our long-term goal – given a different investment climate - is to increase our savings 
to such an extent that the interest accrued is enough to finance a large part of the 
church’s outgoing expenses. However, given the current interest rates this remains an 
unrealistic goal. 

• EF assets on 31.12.2021:  totalling € 49.014,97 
o € 30.000,00 in an investment fund 
o € 19.014,97 in the Deutsche Bank EF account 

• Important: checks and controls. The EF is safeguarded by the vestry, the EF committee 
and ultimately the parish voting members. 

• The vestry has a say in how the interest on the savings is spent, saved, or re-invested. 

• It requires as 2/3 majority vote at the AGM to spend any money held in the EF. This 
safeguards the money from any quick, rash decisions being taken. 

• So, together with donations from the congregation the EF is slowly growing. 
 
The Endowment Fund Committee members as of the AGM 2022 include: 
 

• Rev. Christopher Easthill  

• Jim White – Treasurer (non-voting member) 

• Peter Hellbach   

• DuWayne Bredvik 

• Susan Pinnells 
 

We have met on three occasions (Zoom) since the last AGM and once in-person when we 
went to the bank to finalize the investment paperwork. Our next scheduled meeting will be after  
 
 



 
 
the AGM to review investment performance. 

 
Bank Account (Deutsche Bank BIC: DEUTDEDB510) 
Endowment Fund: DE21 5107 0024 0033 8020 01 
(submitted by Susan Pinnells, 26.02.2022) 
 
Fine Arts 
The year 2021 was similar to the previous year in that the number of concerts and activities  
had to be reduced due to current Covid restrictions. Several major performances that had  
been popular in previous years had to be cancelled, one being a return of the Mainzer  
Medizineorchester. The other, although not strictly part of our concert programming, was our  
own Messiah performance. Both performances would have involved too many people for  
what Covid spacing currently allowed.  
Erika Le Roux very willingly and professionally offered her annual lunchtime piano recitals,  
titled 'Erika Le Roux and friends'. The concert series of five performances commenced on  
19th May. Her first recital was solo and due to several obstacles had to be pre-recorded. This 
was the very first concert featuring the wonderful voice of the newly refurbished Bechstein  
piano which is now fully owned by St. Augustine’s. 
Her second concert in June featured Erika at her very best with a rendition of Chopin's 24  
Preludes, so miraculously performed. July featured Erika with guest singer Tim Hawken,  
Tenor, performing a beautiful rendition of English Art Songs. In August, Erika's guest was  
Solo Oboist Melanie Rothman. Her final concert in September featured guest Baritone  
Benjamin Russell, singing a selection of English Art songs and ballads. 
On 29th October a concert was sponsored by the Wiesbadener Frauenförderverein titled 
Herbst Konzert and featured 'Deborah Cole and Friends.’ 
On 12th November a concert with Baritone Benjamin Russell accompanied by Christina  
Domnick, performed the song cycle 'Songs of Travel' by Ralph Vaughan Williams followed by 
other individual English Art Songs along with some Irish Ballads.  
The final concert on 27th November featured vocalist Tami Jantzi and her accompanist  
Hildergard Pohl with a Christmas programme titled 'Swing, Christmas, Swing'.   
Special thanks and appreciation must be said for Erika Le Roux for her entire Lunchtime  
concert series, with all the various friends and guests that she invited to St. Augustine’s.  
Many thanks to Jill and Ashley Cross, who did tremendous work behind the scenes regarding 
the printing of programmes for many years, and now to Fr. Chris who has covered that  
position for the Lunchtime concerts. Appreciation to Madeline Bohr for organising the very  
regular and willing volunteers for front-of-church duties, especially with the checking of the  
Covid details of audience members. 
My sincere gratitude to each and every one of you, 
Ivan Williams 
 
Home Group 
A number of years ago a whole lot of home groups started up in different areas round   
Wiesbaden. Over the years and for various reasons, the number has diminished so that at   
the moment just one home group exists. This group started in the Taunus and is now based   
in Mainz.  
Because of Covid19 we continue to meet online which has proved very positive in several 
ways.  First of all, people who do not live near Wiesbaden and/or Mainz can take part, as can   
those who don’t have so much time. Of course, we all miss having breakfast together and 
meeting in person. 
At the moment and if everyone comes to the meetings there are ten of us.  We meet at   
varying intervals every two or three weeks either on Saturday mornings or Friday evenings. 
Over the years we have read and discussed a great variety of books. At the moment we are 
reading The Gospel of Luke by William Barclay. This provides much food for discussion, and 
we certainly have plenty of interesting discussion. Apart from reading and discussing 



together, we have also organised and gone on pilgrimages (the Bonifatius way from Mainz to 
Fulda; the Elisabeth way from Eisenach to Marburg); various Lenten walks;  organised and 
served a meal on Christmas Eve every year at the Teestube. This home group has become 
almost like a family and all sorts of problems and questions have been raised and discussed 
together and I think I can say that we would all recommend either joining us or starting up 
your own home group. 
Fleur Donecker for the Mainz home group 
 

 
Lectors 
Everyone is invited to take a turn at reading one of the lessons at the services and there is 
always a volunteer list at the back of the church. If you do not see it please ask the ushers. It 
is difficult to ask people directly as fewer people attend church in person and new voices 
would be welcome. At the family service at the end of the month young people are 
particularly encouraged to come forward. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered so far. 
June Dewell 
 
Nearly New 
At the beginning of the year Christine Spethmann, Heidi Gönder, and Elke Vogel helped 
cleaning up the place and getting us ready for opening which we did this year belatedly due 
to Covid. Diana Mrongowius and Anna Altvater took over at the start of May and were joined 
by  Heidi Gonder at the end of that month. In the autumn we got further support from  
Renate Reif. Lilian Schmidt faithfully supported us Saturdays from 1pm on, due to her job, so 
we are a good and strong team now! 
Also, because of Covid, and many people clearing out their places, we got in loads of stuff, 
almost more than we could handle. We are working on balancing it out! 
Diana Mrongowius & Anna Altvater 
 
Outreach 
The Outreach Committee of the church of St Augustine of Canterbury meets every two to 
three months, at present online, and aims at helping as many organisations and people as 
our budget - €2.500,00 per year at the moment – will allow.  We also receive specific 
donations during the year which augment our budget. 
Many of the organisations we support are included in Fr Chris’ weekly bulletin.  At the 
moment these include mission projects in Romania as well as transport for the Christmas 
boxes we send; help for a palliative care centre in Malawi NdiMoyo;  legal and language 
support for our refugees;  refugee support via EuroRelief;  breakfasts, Harvest Festival and 
Christmas Eve brunch at the Teestube;  and in 2021 flood relief for flood victims in 
Rhineland-Palatinate.  Dedicated collections go to: Jerusalem and the Middle East (Good 
Friday), the United Thank Offering, and UK Veteran support  (the Poppy Collection). 
For more information about where our budget goes and any questions please ask Fr Chris or 
either of the committee chairs. 
Deborah Cole & Fleur Donecker 
 
Stamps for Bethel 
Thank you to all of you who bother to collect stamps for Bethel. It is a home & workshop for 
the handicapped. They are building a new hospital for children with unusual illnesses &  
handicaps, who need special help. The new centre will cost 80 million euros. The stamps are 
sent on when I have a sufficiently large number. 
Jill Cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish Newsletter  
Objectives:  

− To provide a platform for monthly overviews, long-term information, 
recommendations, and information (reports) of past events to members of 
congregation and "friends of St. Augustine’s" and to encourage a sense of community 
among parishioners. 

− To spread the Good News of God in Christ (Evangelism) and provide insight into 
issues of faith (Editorial). 

Contents: (This can vary from edition to edition) 
− Father Chris’ Corner 
− Vestry Profile 
− Parish Life 
− People 
− Recipe of the Month 
− Episcopal and Anglican Church of Europe 
− Ecumenical Activities 
− Fine Arts Events 
− Outreach 
− Upcoming Events 
− The Billboard 

Distribution: 
The Newsletter is published on a quarterly basis 
Newsletter distributed to: 
 parishioners within St. Augustine’s community 
 “Friends” of St. Augustine’s, including ex-members outside the immediate  
 community 
 Interested “Newcomers” in the “Newcomer’s Information Package” 
Report submitted by the Editorial Team 
Madeline Bohr, Rev. Chris Easthill, Elaine White 
 
Sunday School 
Well, we are still on Zoom and I am hoping and praying that we will soon be back to our 
“normal” lessons in the Undercroft! We did schedule lessons downstairs after the summer 
break last year but with the third wave of Covid-19 we had to return to the Internet. Online we 
have had a regular attendance of around 7 of our older children.  
The highlight of the year for me was the amazing artwork our children had done which we 
were able to display in Church over the summer holidays. The aim was to show everyone 
that we were still working hard in the background during these difficult times.    I had many  
compliments from our congregation and I saw many smiles. Fr Chris also posted them in his 
newsletter. Congratulations to all those children who took part. 
A big thank you again to Bhawna Paul and Susan Pinnells for their stirling work with the 
Zoom lessons and also to Priscilla Adenuga, Jeanne Nelson and Barbara Müller-Grant for 
their continuing support. 
Roxane Richards 
 
Usher Report  
The St. Augustine Usher Team has provided reliable support of the Church services in 2021 
and 2022, welcoming congregation members, guests, and newcomers warmly as well as 
running the usher routine. The Corona rules and restrictions continued to cause frequent 
scheduling changes honoring individual Usher requests to pause their services based on the 
potential risks regarding the spread of the virus. 
Farewells: None 
Resignations: Wolf-Dieter Donecker decided to retire from the Usher services. Thank you, 
Wolf-Dieter, for your dedicated support; you will be missed by the Usher Team. We wish you 
all the best and good health for the years to come! 
 Status:The current Usher Team presents itself as follows: 



 
1. Priscilla Adenuga 
2. June Dewell 
3. Eric Dillenberger 
4. Monika Ehrentraut 
5. Peter Hellbach 
6. Barbara Mueller-Grant 
7. Marian Oshyra  
8. Lisa Pickersgill  
9. Victoria Scheicher  
10. Sabine Schubert  
11. Jim White 

 
Staffing of the Usher Team is low for supporting the regular services while the Corona 
restrictions are in place. Therefore, volunteers are always welcome to join especially in order 
to cover the more intensive Christmas and Easter periods. 
 No financials to report. 
 Sincere thanks to the usher team for their dedicated service in 2021 and 2022. 
 Respectfully submitted, 
Peter Hellbach 

 

Website 
With the pandemic, the website is more important than ever for reaching out 
to our members and the wider community.  The site is regularly updated, so if 
you haven't checked it recently, please do so at www.staugustines.de 
Robert Ramsay 
 
Youth Group 
It has been difficult to meet during the Pandemic, but the Youth Group have met about once 
a month, weather permitting. We have had events that include, candle making, pumpkin 
painting, gardening, soil expedition, arts and crafts, singing, outside games and food &amp; 
fellowship. Here are some of our plans for the future. 
In the spring and summer we will be working on and learning about our grape vine behind 
the shed with Bettina and we&#39;ll join together to clean the shores of the Rhine river. 
In the fall we are planning a sleepover with a Movie night in our church. 
We are always looking for new activities and new volunteers, so please write us if you have 
any questions, suggestions or you want to get more involved. Our Youth have great potential 
to learn love and support each other and others in need. We need you, to get involved. 
 CONVOCATION YOUTH EVENT 
Save the date for our Convocation wide combined Youth and Juniors Across Europe event! 
Make plans now to join us at the specialized mission of Santa Maria a Ferrano Retreat 
Center, just outside Florence in Pelago, Italy, from August 23-27. (ages 10-18) Meet youth 
from all around Europe and learn about each other, God and the environment. 
YOUNG ADULT EVENT: 
Join us for a weekend of Encounter, Spiritual Reflection and Fellowship for Young Adults 
aged 19-29, exploring the theme o Migration, Human Trafficking &amp; Modern Slavery. 
June 3rd-5th 2022 in Rome 
YOUTH WORKERS EVENT (For youth leaders, sunday school teachers, volunteers) 
Youth Leader Retreat 
Oct. 7-9, 2022 in Wiesbaden, Germany 
 
Youth Leaders: Deborah Cole & Bhawna Paul 

http://www.staugustines.de/

